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Pastor’s Corner 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 

~ Continued on Page 3~ 

At my first Annual Conference in 2019 I received a square pin that over time 
has disintegrated because I wore it so much. My boyfriend Curt tried to fix 
it, so it now has burnished edges. Finally I had to admit it, I could no longer 
wear it. But I still have it because it is that special to me.  It lists several 
terms that are crossed out. It ends with Just. LOVE!  
One of the scratched-out terms on this pin that has raised questions is the 
term “ableism”. This isn’t a term I was familiar with for the longest time, but 
throughout the years I’ve felt the effects of what it stands for through my 
disabled daughters. For June I want to spend time talking about what  
ableism is and why we as United Methodists should want to be more aware 
of it Ableism is by definition, “a system of attitudes, beliefs, and actions that 
communicates that persons with disabilities have less value than  
non-disabled persons. It assumes that “normal” is a valid social  
construction. An example of ableism in the church would be assuming that 
someone who is blind would not be able to be a liturgist. Another example 
would be of offering to pray for someone with disabilities regardless of 
whether or not they’ve asked for it.  
It’s hard for those of us who do not have a disability to fully understand how 
we might unknowingly contribute to ableism. Have you ever heard someone 
comment about “how much worse “Paula” is for having to live in a  
wheelchair” or “I’m glad I’m not hard of hearing”? Those are ways in which 
people participate in ableism. 
Do you know people who assume that someone with a speech impediment 
is not intelligent? Or those who think that someone with autism is  
automatically a troublemaker? I don’t believe we as Christians do these 
things intentionally, we just haven’t ever been asked to think about it. 
Even our social principles, hymns, and liturgies send mixed messages.  
In the Book of Discipline, ¶162 describes the rights of persons with  
disabilities. Of course, the basic message of 
this paragraph is to fully include those with  
disabilities. The list of disabilities calls attention 
to their “otherness”.  One of our most beloved 
hymns, Amazing Grace, uses the words “was 
blind, but now I see”. Blindness here is being 
equated to sinfulness. Did John Newton realize 
this when he was writing this hymn? It is  
possible, but the world was also very different 
back then. All of the medical reasons for  
blindness were not known. Their best guess 
was that something sinful had happened to 
cause blindness. Using this back when it was 
written would have made a lot more sense.  
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Terry Crawford 

 Lay Leader 

Why Do We Come to Worship at Church 

Worship is many things. We come to honor and be thankful to God. We come for 
music and inspiration. We come for fellowship with others. 

As we grow in faith, we become more aware of our affect on people around us.       
I say that if people are more happy to see me coming than they are at seeing me 
going, I am doing okay. We are connected in the Spirit. The more we work to    
connect to others, the more we connect to the Holy Spirit. Who around us does not 
seem to be connecting? What might they need to be able to connect better?  
Reach out and try to connect with them, learn what they need to grow. 

Sometimes people can be put off by simple things. How they dress, how we dress. 
Our customs at church and how we relate and get things done can be foreign and 
awkward for others. I remember starting at the Methodist church in Oakridge and     
I often did not know the language. There is no well out front, but they referred to 
the well.  What is a coffee pot luncheon? Were is the Ramey Room? Narthex? Etc. 
Sometimes we exclude others by these simple things. 

I am very proud of how the people of this church treat each other and greet 
strangers. We do a good job. It can always be better. Always asking ourselves 
what we do that helps others be included or be excluded. That is how we grow   
ourselves and grow our church. 

I come to worship at church to pray, praise, and be thankful. 

I come to church to grow my connections in the Holy Spirit. 
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Pastor Amy 

~ Continued from Page 1 ~ 

Jesus called his disciples on the idea that blindness was related to sin in John 9. Before Jesus heals 
a blind man, his disciples ask “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus tells them, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the works of 
God might be displayed in him.”. Jesus made it clear that disabilities are not the result of sin.  
I’ve seen ableism acted upon my daughters many times, yes even in churches. Assumptions are 
made about their abilities based on how they both look, act, dress, & talk. It really hurts, especially 
since I know how capable they both are. No doubt it hurts them too. It’s just not how Christians 
should act.  
At St John’s UMC, we do have somethings that show compassion for those with disabilities.  
We have cut spaces in our pews for those with wheelchairs or walkers. We have hearing assistance 
devices for those that cannot hear as well. Our projector makes it easier for people to see the order 
of service. I do believe there are other things we can improve. For example, the altar area is not  
accessible. This means those with disabilities have more difficulty participating in our music  
programs, being a liturgist, or being a guest speaker. What can we do to make this area more  
accessible?  
There are negative impacts of not addressing ableism. First and foremost, as Methodists we say  
we “do no harm”. Second our baptismal vows cause us to stand against oppression and injustice 
wherever it appears. Beyond that we are missing an opportunity to discover gifts and talents of  
individuals just because we assume they can’t do it. If this means that those with disabilities won’t 
attend our church, then we also lose an ability to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. Plus, we never know what the future holds and when we ourselves 
might become disabled.  
That is ableism and that is its impact on both individuals and churches. I realize this isn’t an easy 
topic, but we don’t shy away because of that do we? 
Blessings to all of you! 
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In Christ, 
Tracy Sheehy 

 Finance Director 

Tithes and offerings: $9,905.77   Last year (2024): $13,050.18 

Other income: $467.17 Last Year (2024): $5,432.87   

Total revenue: $10,372.94 Last Year (2024): $18,483.05 

April expenditure: $19,680.88 Last Year (2024): $23,138.20 

Net revenue: $ -9,307.94 Last Year (2024): $-4,655.15 

Here is the finance report for the month of  April: 

Here is the finance report for the year through April: 

Tithes and offerings: $ 43,540.47  Last Year (2024): $ 52,644.62 

Other income: $ 20,155.64  Last Year (2024): $ 11,056.01 

Total revenue: $63,697.11 Last Year (2024): $ 63,700.63 

Yearly expenditure: $103,285.80 Last Year (2024): $93,789.67 

Net revenue: $-39,588.69  Last Year (2024): $-30,089.04 
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June 1st The Jesus Question of the Day: 
What Do You Live For? 

Scripture: Mark 8:34-38 NRSVUE 

June 8th Pentecost & Confirmation 
New Beginnings 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 NRSVUE 

June 15th 
Father’s Day 

Wear Your  
Favorite T-Shirt 

Not Today 
Guest Speaker: Amy Hirsch 

Scripture: Romans 5:1-5 NRSVUE 

June 22nd The Jesus Question of the Day: 
Whom Will You Love? 

Scripture: Luke 6:27-36 NRSVUE 

June 29th The Jesus Question of the Day: 
What Are You Looking For? 
Scripture: John 1:35-42 NRSVUE 
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Greetings everyone!  I have really been enjoying the 
spring season this year because it has been one of 
the only times in memory that we have actually had 
a real spring instead of just waking up one day in 
April -or even March!-to 95 degree weather!  During 
this time I have been planting vegetables and  
flowers and since it is the first time I have actually 
gardened, I came across a list of some poisonous 
plants some of which I was not aware of and so with 
an eye towards our beloved pets and children, I 
thought I would share this information.  Some of 
these you may not be aware of! 
 
    ◦    Bittersweet nightshade - a woody weed with 
red berries-all parts of the plant are toxic, including 
bark leaves and sap. 
    ◦    Chinese Lanterns-related to bittersweet  
nightshade, the leaves, fruit are toxic.  The fruit’s 
husk is green and changing to yellow and then is 
orange by fall . 
    ◦    Foxglove-these are tall flowering plants (and 
for sale at Home Depot I have noticed).  If consumed 
by humans, the flowers, leaves, roots and stems are 
among eat most toxic specimens commonly grown 
on landscapes. 
    ◦    Mountain Laurel-related to azaleas and  
rhododendrons, belonging to the heath family and 
the ark, sap, leaves, and flowers are toxic.  
    ◦    Castor Bean-a tropical plant often grown as a 
potted plant, the leaves, stalk and seed heads are all 
attractive.  The laxative Castor Oil is derived from 
this plant but so is the deadly toxin ricin. 
    ◦    Yew-grown in sun or shade, but its fleshy 
bright red berries contain a toxic seed.  The leaves 
are toxic to humans and animals 
    ◦    Easter Lily (Lilium longiflorum)-While the sap 
of the stems and leaves can e toxic to humans, 
Easter Lilies and Stargazer Lilies are more  
problematic as they are very toxic for cats. 
    ◦    Stinging Nettles (Utica sap) is not a plant you 
want to brush up against when working out in the 
yard, though NOT to be confused with dead nettles, 
a perennial used as a ground cover in shady areas. 
    ◦    Yellow Dock (Rumex sp) also known as Sorrel-
is toxic to dogs.  The toxicity to humans is low.  
    ◦    Lantana (Lantana camera) berries, leaves and 
sap are all toxic. 
    ◦    Lily of the Valley(convallaria majalis)-toxic in 
large amounts 
    ◦    White Banebarry (actaea) related to butter-
cup.  Berries can be red or white. 
    ◦    Tansy (Tanacetum vulgate) toxic to people and 

animals especially  
livestock.  
    ◦    Oleander 
(Nerium oleander)-
highy toxic when 
touched or eaten by 
humans or  
animals.  Even when planting oleander, wear  
protective clothing. 
    ◦    Mistletoe (Phoradendron spp., Arceuthobium 
spp.)some times are more toxic to humans and  
animals than others when ingested.  
    ◦    Jimsonweed (Datura stramonium)-This grows 
wild all over our area! highly toxic to both humans 
and animals when ingested.  Part of the nightshade 
family. 
 
Additionally many common plants are toxic for pets, 
including bulbs like lilies, autumn crocus, tulips,  
hyacinths, and daffodils in addition to shrubs like  
oleander and wildflowers like lily of the valley,   
Common houseplants toxic to pets include snake, 
jade, pathos’s philodendrons, and dumb cane 
plants.  This is only a short list of plants that are not 
safe for pets. 
 
What to do if you touch a poisonous plant 
    ◦    Immediately rinse your skin with rubbing  
alcohol, poison plant wash or a degreasing  
dishwashing soap or detergent, and lots of  
water.  Scrub under your nails using a brush.   
Keep rinsing and do it frequently so non of the  
solutions you are using drugs on your skin or spread 
the urushiol (oily resin in poisonous plants) 
 
    ◦    Apply wet compresses, calamine lotion, or  
hydrocortisone cream to the skin to reduce itching 
and blistering 
 
    ◦    Seek immediate medical attention if you have 
severe allergic reaction, difficulty breathing, or  
swelling on your body or face. 
 
Source:  The Spruce, accessed at 
www.thespruce.com, part of the Dotdash Meredith 
publishing family 
 
I hope you all find this information helpful! I did. 

In Sickness and in Health 
 

Linda Tucker RN MSN 
Parish Nurse 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. 

 

Adult  Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m. followed by Study at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustees ~ Meets 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, July 1, 2025 in the Resource Center 
 
Nurture Team ~ Meets Quarterly at 4:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next Meeting is: Thursday, July 17, 2025 in the Resource Center 
 
Finance Team ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 in the Resource Center 
 
Church Council ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m. 
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, July 22, 2025  in the Resource Center 
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Nana’s Pantry located here at St. John’s UMC is:   

OPEN FRIDAYS FROM  
9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
St. John’s UMC also has a small clothing closet that is open on Fridays  during our            

Food Box distributions 
 

If you are interested in being part of this  
ministry here at St. John’s,  

please contact Heidi in the Church Office at:  (928) 692-8828 or st.johns@citlink.net 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: 
Canned Veggies; Canned Meat; Canned Beans; 

Canned Fruit; Spaghetti Sauce; Dried Pasta; 
Rice; Cereal; Canned Soup; Mac & Cheese; Toilet Paper 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  
It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts and for 
others it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially 
since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the 
truth finally struck home to numbers of readers.  To others 
it was a real job.   
We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  
Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others 
may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it  
usually takes a minister to find one of them and there will 
be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says 
she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better.  
See how well you can compete.   
Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books in 
the Bible in this story. 
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P r a y e r s  f o r  o u r  N o r t h  D i s t r i c t  C h u r c h e s  

As part of the United Methodist connection we pray to support one another in ministry.  
During the month of June please pray for these churches, ministries,  
pastors, congregations, and communities. 

1) Journey UMC, Las Vegas, Nevada 
2) Mesquite UMC, Mesquite, Nevada 
3) Potosi Pines Methodist Camp 

Devin Arrants, Brian Barnacle, Justin Bayles, John Belcher, Chris Bradley, Greg Brewer,  
Dan Brocklehurst, Stacie Brown, Brady Burr, Ryan Burr,  Erik Burris, Lucas James Butler:          
Clint Caldwell, Bobby Carlson, Charles Carroll, Nathanial Castor, Amber Caswell, Richard Cole,   
Anthony Costa, Jenny Dalton, Colin Dyer, Daniel Eagan, Karen Eagan, Anthony Elliot,                 
Adam Ernesti, Austin Ernesti, Ben Ferrell, Christie Francis, Adam Georges, Ethan Granger,         
Holly Gibbons, Joey Gormany, Brenton Green, George Hatchell Jr., Colin Arno Henry;                      
Camerron Higbee, Jessica Huffer, Isaiah Huynh, Brian Illes, Jeremiah Johnson, Travis Johnson, 
David Kent, Jeffery Lederhouse,  Ryan Miller, Danny Morales,  Jennifer Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Katrina Powell, Tyler Radcliffe, Will Ray, William Ritchie, Juan Roman, Jamuel Ruiz,  
Bryson Salazar, Ben Schwartfigure, Sean Schwartfigure, Jared Shulpa, Matthew Simone,  
Troy Smith, Daniel Travis, Jeff Vicario, Ashley Caswell Walker, Andrew Weatherford,  
Jason Williams, Chad Wright   

P r a y  E v e r y  D a y  f o r  o u r  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s—         

 
 

To make changes to this list, please call the church  office at  (928) 692-8828                      
Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. —4 p.m. or email us at stjohnsprayerchain@citlink.net.      
We make every effort to keep the names on this list current, and we have a quarterly meeting to  

do so.  Your help is appreciated so please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Lois Baker; Family of Susan Bethel; Jennifer Casey;  Nicole Castro; Dale Conner; Sally Diehl;  
Debra Eberly; Gary Forde; Steven Frazine; Family of Arno Gates; Patty George; Dana Godfrey;      
Jeffrey Gordon; Carol Halen; Jean Hardy; Spencer Hess:  Paula Hupp; Family of Julie Jensen;  
Kimberley Jones; Ed Krause; Amy Lunsford;  Betty Mixon; Krista Nielson;  Kevin Pratt;                  
Sandra Robison; Patty Roderick; Betty Rowe; Nandhini Sankar; Gert Schacht; Marc Schacht;     
Debbie Scott; Rodney Shutts; Jennifer Sievert; Martin Sievert; Wade Sievert;  Ernestine Stein;                   
Jeremy Thomas; Dr. Tom Thompson; Melissa Van Pelt; Don Waller; Lois Waller; John Walls;  
Pam Wally; Scott White;  

 Long Term Prayer List 
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Bulletin Announcements for church events are due to the church office by                        
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM.  Bulletins are printed on Tuesday afternoons. 

St. John’s Connection for church events and happenings are due to the 
church office no later than Tuesdays at 12 p.m.  

The Connection Email is sent out on Wednesday mornings. 
 
 
The July 2025 Newsletter deadline is:   
Wednesday June 18, 2025 by 4:00 PM.  

 
 

You can e-mail your submissions, with Bulletin, 
Newsletter, or Connection in the subject line to Heidi at: 

st.johns@citlink.net. 

Publication Deadlines 

Group meetings Saturday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. in the  

St. John’s UMC Multi-Purpose Room 

Other Groups that meet here at St. John’s UMC 
 
 

Morning Glories 
Third Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. (September-June) 

 
T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

Friday mornings:   
        Weigh-In begins at 8 a.m. 
        Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Cerbat Garden Club 

Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. (August-June) 
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J u n e  D a i l y  B i b l e  R e a d i n g s  

June 1 Psalm 66, 67; Matthew 10:17-24 

June 2 Psalm 89; Matthew 8:5-17 

June 3 Psalm 94, 95; Matthew 8:18-27 

June 4 Psalm 101; Matthew 8:28-34 

June 5 Psalm 105; Matthew 9:1-8 

June 6 Psalm 107:1-32; Matthew 9:9-17 

June 7 Psalm 108; Matthew 9:18-26 

June 8 Psalm 118; John 4:19-26 

June 9 Psalm 57, 58; Matthew 15:21-28 

June 10 Psalm 61, 62; Matthew 15:29-39 

June 11 Psalm 72; Matthew 16:1-12 

June 12 Psalm 71, 74; Matthew 16:13-20 

June 13 Psalm 73; Matthew 16:21-28 

June 14 Psalm 75, 76; Matthew 17:1-13 

June 15 Psalm 112, 113; John 1:29-34 

June 16 Psalm 79, 80; Matthew 17:14-21 

June 17 Psalm 78; Matthew 17:22-27 

June 18 Psalm 81, 82; Matthew 18:1-9 

June 19 Psalm 83, 85; Matthew 18:10-20 

June 20 Psalm 88, 91; Matthew 18:21-35 

June 21 Psalm 87, 90; Matthew 19:1-12 

June 22 Psalm 19, 46; Luke 12:49-56 

June 23 Psalm 89; Matthew 19:13-22 

June 24 Psalm 94, 95; Matthew 19:23-30 

June 25 Psalm 101, 109; Matthew 20:1-16 

June 26 Psalm 105; Matthew 20:17-28 

June 27 Psalm 102; Matthew 20:29-34 

June 28 Psalm 108; Matthew 21:1-11 

June 29 Psalm 118; Luke 13:10-17 

June 30 Psalm 106; Matthew 21:12-22 

June Birthdays  

June 16—Dan Brownfield 

June 18—Camille Larson 

June 21—Jefferson Black 

June 24—June Tuomi 

June 30—Sandy Heer 

 
 
 
 

Camille & Scott Larson 
6/11/2002 ( 23 years) 

 
Noreen & Robert Frisch 

6/24/1978 (47 years) 
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Sunday, June 1 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, June 2 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, June 3 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

4:00 PM Community Book Club 

Wednesday, June 4 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, June 5 5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 

Friday, June 6 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, June 7 
8:00 AM ~ 2 PM BLOOD DRIVE 

10:00 AM NA Meeting; 5:00 PM NA 1st Saturday 

Sunday, June 8 
PENTECOST/CONFIRMATION 

8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, June 9 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, June 10 12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

Wednesday, June 11 8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, June 12 
Annual Conference 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 

Friday, June 13 
Annual Conference 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, June 14 
Annual Conference 

10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, June 15 
Annual Conference/FATHER’S DAY 

8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
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Monday, June 16 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, June 17 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

10:00 AM Coffee with Friends 

Wednesday, June 18 
July 2025 Newsletter Deadline 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, June 19 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 

Friday, June 20 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, June 21 8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, June 22 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, June 23 
9:00 AM ~ 12:15 PM Vacation Bible School 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, June 24 
9:00 AM ~ 12:15 PM Vacation Bible School 

12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

Wednesday, June 25 
9:00 AM ~ 12:15 PM Vacation Bible School 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, June 26 
9:00 AM ~ 12:15 PM Vacation Bible School 

5:30 PM ‘Sunday Worship’ on Thursday 

Friday, June 27 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, June 28 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, June 29 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, June 30 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Please Note the Upcoming Church Office Closures: 
Friday, July 4 in Observance of  the Independence Day Holiday 

(No Food Boxes July 4) 
 

Fridays: July 11, July 18, and July 25 
(Food Box Distributions as usual from 9 a.m.—Noon) 

 

Monday, September 1 in Observance of  the Labor Day Holiday 
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1730 Kino Avenue 
Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed for Lunch: 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday 8 am-2:00 pm 
(928) 692-8828/Fax (928) 692-8799 
 

Worship at St. John’s UMC 
Sundays: 

9:00 AM ~ Modern Praise 
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

 
‘Sunday’ Worship on Thursday 

Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 

Email: st.johns@citlink.net 
Website: stjohnsumc.com 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Pastor Amy Kalm 

Office Administrator Heidi Heer 

Treasurer   Tracy Sheehy 

Contemporary Music Director Chris Commisso 

Traditional Music Director Karin Kopecky   

Preschool Director  Mande Padilla 

Connection Staff 

District Superintendent Rev. Timote Piukala 

Resident Bishop Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut 


