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Where do you run for refuge when life gets overwhelming? What truths to 
do you turn to? I for one, love Psalm 46. So many time in my life I’ve read 
it, quoted it, or shared it with someone in their time of need. And being an 
English lit major…I find this myth about this psalm as it was written in the 
King James Version fascinating.  The King James Version was translated 
during the early 1600s. The efforted started in 1608 and was finished in 
1611.  

There was a famous playwright who lived during this time period.        
You guessed it, Shakespeare. Being a notable literary figure back then,   
it shouldn’t be surprising to know that he helped with this translation?  
Shakespeare was 46 years old the year before this version was pub-
lished. Did he put his mark on Psalm 46 to mark his 46

th
 birthday? If you 

count 46 words from the beginning of the psalm…you’ll find the word 
Shake. If you count 46 words in from the end of the psalm, you’ll find the 
word spear. This means that forever, Shakespeare would be part of the 
bible.   

No matter how many times you’ve read this Psalm, is it possible to shed 
new light on its meaning?  I would encourage you to read this passage on 
your own. As I read it this time around, I was reminded of how God      
redirects our efforts and help us find rest.  

Translating this Psalm into our language today, vs 10 just might say 
“Enough is Enough.” This verse in the translation the Message says, 
“Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your High God, 
above politics, above everything.” 

The directive we’re most familiar says “Be still.” In today’s terms,     
“come aside from the hustle and bustle of daily life and get alone with 
God.” Mmm…that’s so true.  

Could there be anything else in this Psalm? What about verses 8, 9, and 
11? These verse talk about war and fighting. In the midst of a discussion 
about war and fighting, simply saying “be still”, wouldn’t that be way too 
tame? “Enough is enough”, that fits better. 

What does this mean? Perhaps engaging with someone belligerently 
could mean we’re fighting against God Himself instead of fighting the 
Lord’s battle? Maybe we need to humbly step away from the fight    
knowing that this belongs to God. 
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~ Continued from Page 1 ~ 

 

Psalm 46 begins with the words: “The Lord is my refuge and strength, a very present 
help in time of trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth gives way …  
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” What does this mean 
for us? This means that you and I can stop fighting in our own strength and rest in 
Him. 

It was April 1521. A ramshackle cart was wobbling its way to Worms in Germany;  
the cart belonged to a monk named Martin Luther. He was on his way to appear   
before the Emperor and Catholic prelates to give an account of this new “heresy” he 
was teaching called “justification by faith alone.” Johann Eck, a German Scholastic 
theologian and one of the prelates, laid out all of Luther’s writings. He had a very 
clear request. Martin Luther need to recant and return to a right relationship with the 
Catholic church.  The stakes were very high. The Catholic church did not take to 
kindly to heresy.  

Luther went back to his room that night to think about his answer. As the story goes, 
his Bible fell open to…Psalm 46. With this encouragement, Luther returned the next 
morning to stand before his detractors. He was able to tell them, “Unless I am con-
vinced by Scripture and plain reason—I do not accept the authority of the popes and 
councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything for to go against conscience is 
neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen.” These words launched the Reformation.   

No surprise that Psalm 46 became Martin Luther’s favorite Psalm.  
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During the dark and dangerous periods of the Reformation, Luther would turn to 
his trusted friend, Philip Melanchthon and exclaim: “Let’s sing the 46th Psalm and 
let the devil do his worst!”  It inspired one of Luther’s greatest hymns.                   
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God.”   

No Psalm in all the Psalter better expresses the tremendous truth that God’s   
presence and power are with us in all circumstances than Psalm 46. It tells us 
about the two kinds of help God offers: a stronghold to which we can flee and a 
source of strength by which we can face an uncertain future.   

Psalm 46 is divided into three stanzas, each ending with this very mysterious    
Hebrew word “Selah.” “Selah” was most likely originally a musical notation          
indicating a pause in the music. A chance to think about what was just sung.       
Today we’d say, “Pause and think!”   

When the mountains quake, the Lord is my refuge and strength…Selah!         
When nations are in uproar and kingdoms fall, the Lord almighty is with us…Selah! 
“Enough is Enough! Know that I am God, exalted among the nations…the Lord of 
Armies is with us…Selah!” 

Every new year brings us 365 days of uncertainty. Every new day brings us         
24 hours of uncertainty. But in every second of every hour of every day, God’s 
presence and power is available to us. What does the future hold?  As long as 
Psalm 46 is true, I think we got it! Let’s remember Psalm 46:10 or really any other 
part of this Psalm. Or any passage that helps you believe that God’s presence and 
power is available to you. Because it is. Whatever the passage, finish with a hearty 
Selah!” Because when you do, what you’re saying is God…I need to pause and 
think about that! 
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In Christ, 
Tracy Sheehy 

 Finance Director 

Finance Report for September 

 Sept. 2026 Sept. 2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $8,705.50 $11,708.61 ($3,003.11) (26%) 

Other Income $10,772.66 $6,509.72 $4,262.94 65% 

Total Income $19,478.16 ($18,218.33 $1,259.83 7% 

Total Expenditure $19,768.76 $22,924.89 ($3,156.13) (14%) 

Net Income ($290.60) ($4,706.56) $4,415.96 94% 

Year-to-Date Finance Report January—September 2026 

 Jan.—Sept. 
2026 

Jan.—Sept. 
2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $101,703.65 $99,269.60 $2,434.05 2% 

Other Income $168,071.72 $49,938.59 $118,133.13 237% 

Total Income $269,778.37 $149,208.19 $120,567.18 81% 

Total Expenditure $279,020.77 $230,825.06 $48,195.71 21% 

Net Income ($9,245.40) ($81,616.87) $72,371.47 89% 

*This includes $100,000 grant money from the state of Az for security updates. 
**This includes expenses of $99,999.69 for security updates using grant money. 
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David Balk 
Lay Leader 

The Almost Christian 
 
Personally, I have been a fan of John Wesley since I became a Methodist. The other day I was 
having a conversation with a friend from San Diego, and he was sharing with me about a study 
they were currently doing and specifically that week they were studying about this sermon.  
So, this month I share a little of this with you.  
 
In 1741, John Wesley preached a sermon titled “The Almost Christian” at Oxford University, 
where he had studied. The sermon came only three years after his life-changing Aldersgate  
experience on May 24, 1738, when he described his heart as being “strangely warmed.” 
What is an "Almost Christian"? 
Wesley argued that an almost Christian is someone who falls short of true, saving faith.  
This person generally exhibits three main qualities:   

Heathen Honesty: Refusing to steal, defraud, or commit injustice; practicing basic civic virtue, 
truthfulness, and charity toward neighbors.  

A Form of Godliness: Avoiding outward sins (such as blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking,  
drunkenness, or open vice) and actively doing good deeds like feeding the hungry or  
instructing the ignorant.  
Means of Grace and Sincerity: Regularly attending church, reading the Bible, praying, and 

possessing a sincere, inner desire to please God rather than acting out of mere hypocrisy.  
Despite all these external and moral efforts, an almost Christian lacks a true, inward transfor-
mation and living trust in Jesus Christ.  
What is an "Altogether Christian"? 
To be an "altogether Christian," a person must possess:  

The Love of God: A heart completely devoted to and loving God.  
The Love of Neighbor: Loving every person (including enemies) as oneself.  
Living Faith: A purifying, active faith that brings genuine repentance, inner renewal by the  
Holy Spirit, and true holiness of life.   

 
And I close with one of John Wesley’s famous quotes: 
Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.  
 
Strive for perfection. 
Grace and peace to you all! 
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November 1st The Hebrew Superman: Moses the Levite 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 NRSVUE 

November 8th Hebrew Superman Successor: 
Joshua’s Household Choice 

Scripture: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 NRSVUE 

November 15th What Will You Do With All of Your Talents 
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 NRSVUE 

November 22nd Being Your Best for the Least 
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 NRSVUE 

November 29th Advent ~ 1 
Living in Hope 

Scripture: Genesis 38 NRSVUE 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. 

 

Adult  Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m. followed by Study at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustees ~ Meets 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, January 5, 2027 in the Resource Center 
 
Nurture Team ~ Meets 3rd Thursday of Each Quarter at 4:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next Meeting is: Thursday, January 21, 2027 in the Resource Center 
 
Finance Team ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, November 17, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Church Council ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m. 
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, November 17, 2026  in the Resource Center 
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We will begin our Advent Study: 
‘Prepare the Way for the Lord’ by Adam Hamilton  

on Wednesday, November 11, 2026 
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Meets Once a Month on Sundays 
ALL Youth 6th Grade thru 12th Grade  

are invited to join us!!! 
Please see our Youth Director: Keri Balk or  

Rev. Amy for dates and times. 
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Please Note: 
COMBINED WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2026 AT 10:30 A.M. 
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Nana’s Pantry located here at St. John’s UMC is:   

OPEN FRIDAYS FROM  
9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
St. John’s UMC also has a small clothing closet that is open on Fridays  during our            

Food Box distributions 
 

If you are interested in being part of this  
ministry here at St. John’s,  

please contact Heidi in the Church Office at:  (928) 692-8828 or st.johns@citlink.net 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: 
Canned Veggies; Canned Meat; Canned Beans; 

Canned Fruit; Spaghetti Sauce; Dried Pasta; 
Rice; Cereal; Canned Soup; Mac & Cheese; Toilet Paper 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Our Clothing Closet is now Accepting Fall and Winter Clothing for 

Men,  
Women, and Children. 

We are also in need of  linens: 
Bath Towels; Kitchen Towels; 

Blankets; Sheets 
 

ALL Items Must be Clean and  
in good shape 
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P r a y e r s  f o r  o u r  N o r t h  D i s t r i c t  C h u r c h e s  

As part of the United Methodist connection we pray to support one another in ministry.  
During the month of November please pray for these churches, ministries,  
pastors, congregations, and communities. 

1) Trinity Heights UMC, Flagstaff, Arizona 
2) University UMC, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Devin Arrants, Brian Barnacle, Justin Bayles, John Belcher, Chris Bradley, Greg Brewer,  
Dan Brocklehurst, Stacie Brown, Brady Burr, Ryan Burr,  Erik Burris, Lucas James Butler:          
Clint Caldwell, Bobby Carlson, Charles Carroll, Nathanial Castor, Amber Caswell, Richard Cole,   
Anthony Costa, Jenny Dalton, Colin Dyer, Daniel Eagan, Karen Eagan, Anthony Elliot,                 
Adam Ernesti, Austin Ernesti, Ben Ferrell, Christie Francis, Adam Georges, Ethan Granger,         
Holly Gibbons, Joey Gormany, Brenton Green, George Hatchell Jr., Colin Arno Henry;                      
Camerron Higbee, Jessica Huffer, Isaiah Huynh, Brian Illes, Jeremiah Johnson, Travis Johnson, 
David Kent, Jeffery Lederhouse,  Ryan Miller, Danny Morales,  Jennifer Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Katrina Powell, Tyler Radcliffe, Will Ray, William Ritchie, Juan Roman, Jamuel Ruiz,  
Bryson Salazar, Ben Schwartfigure, Sean Schwartfigure, Jared Shulpa, Matthew Simone,  
Troy Smith, Daniel Travis, Jeff Vicario, Ashley Caswell Walker, Andrew Weatherford,  
Jason Williams, Chad Wright   

P r a y  E v e r y  D a y  f o r  o u r  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s—         

 
 

To make changes to this list, please call the church  office at  (928) 692-8828                      
Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. —4 p.m. or email us at stjohnsprayerchain@citlink.net.      
We make every effort to keep the names on this list current, and we have a quarterly meeting to  

do so.  Your help is appreciated so please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Family of Roger Anders; Family of Carol Anderson; Lois Baker; Family of Warren Bard;  
Family of Susan Bethel; Jennifer Casey;  Nicole Castro; Dale Conner; Sally Diehl;  Debra Eberly; 
Gary Forde; Steven Frazine; Family of Arno Gates; Patty George; Dana Godfrey; Jeffrey Gordon; 
Carol Halen; Jean Hardy; Spencer Hess:  Paula Hupp; Family of Julie Jensen; Kimberley Jones;  
Ed Krause; Amy Lunsford; Krista Nielson;  Paul Player; Kevin Pratt;   Family of Barbara Ricca;    
Sandra Robison; Patty Roderick; Betty Rowe; Nandhini Sankar; Gert Schacht; Marc Schacht;     
Debbie Scott; Rodney Shutts; Jennifer Sievert; Martin Sievert; Wade Sievert;  Ernestine Stein;     
Jeremy Thomas; Dr. Tom Thompson; Melissa Van Pelt; Don Waller; Lois Waller; John Walls;      
Pam Wally; Scott White 

 Long Term Prayer List 
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Bulletin Announcements for church events are due to the church office by                        
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM.  Bulletins are printed on Tuesday afternoons. 

St. John’s Connection for church events and happenings are due to the 
church office no later than Tuesdays at 12 p.m.  

The Connection Email is sent out on Wednesday mornings. 
 
 
The December 2026 Newsletter deadline is:   
Wednesday, November 11 2026 by 4:00 PM.  

 
 

You can e-mail your submissions, with Bulletin, 
Newsletter, or Connection in the subject line to Heidi at: 

st.johns@citlink.net. 

Publication Deadlines 

Group meetings Saturday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. in the  

St. John’s UMC Multi-Purpose Room 

Other Groups that meet here at St. John’s UMC 
 
 

Morning Glories 
Third Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. (September-June) 

 
T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

Friday mornings:   
        Weigh-In begins at 8 a.m. 
        Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Cerbat Garden Club 

Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. (August-June) 
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Patty & Steve Hockingberry 
11/2/1991 (35 years) 

 
Sandie & Bob Womack 
11/28/1980 (46 years) 

 

St. John’s UMC 
11/28/1888 (138 years) 

November Birthdays  

November 1—Brenda Jorgensen 

November 3—Nancy Hilton 

November 5—Ernie Faris 

November 13—JudyRose Layfield 

November 14—Linda Bennett         
   Wesley Heer-Elliott 

November 21—Ashley Hawes 

November 23—Pete Jorgensen      
    Trudy Mixon 

November 25—Mike Mixon 

November 26—Krystal Burge 

November 29—Louise Miller 

N o v e m b e r  D a i l y  B i b l e  R e a d i n g s  

November 1 Psalm 3, 4, 7; Luke 20:1-8 

November 2 Psalm 10, 11; Luke 20:9-18 

November 3 Psalm 119:1-24; Luke 20:19-26 

November 4 Psalm 18; Luke 20:27-40 

November 5 Psalm 17, 22; Luke 20:41-21:4 

November 6 Psalm 116, 117; Luke 21:5-19 

November 7 Psalm 149, 150; Luke 7:28-35 

November 8 Psalm 9, 15, 25; Luke 21:20-28 

November 9 Psalm 28, 36; Luke 21:29-38 

November 10 Psalm 119:25-48; John 7:53-8:11 

November 11 Psalm 37; Luke 22:1-13 

November 12 Psalm 31, 35; Luke 22:14-30 

November 13 Psalm 32, 42; Luke 22:31-38 

November 14 Psalm 98, 103; John 3:22-30 

November 15 Psalm 44, 52; Luke 22:39-53 

November 16 Psalm 47, 48; Luke 22:54-69 

November 17 Psalm 119:49-72; Mark 1:1-8 

November 18 Psalm 59, 60; Matthew 3:1-12 

November 19 Psalm 51, 54; Matthew 11:2-15 

November 20 Psalm 138, 139; Luke 3:15-20 

November 21 Psalm 29, 84; John 3:16-21 

November 22 Psalm 112, 115; John 5:30-47 

November 23 Psalm 116, 117; Luke 1:5-25 

November 24 Psalm 45, 46; Luke 1:67-80 

November 25 Psalm 85, 110; John 3:31-36 

November 26 Psalm 28, 30; Acts 7:59-8:8 

November 27 Psalm 97, 98; John 13:20-35 

November 28 Psalm 93, 96; Matthew 1:18-25 

November 29 Psalm 18; John 7:37-52 

November 30 Psalm 21, 23; John 7:53-8:11 
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Sunday, November 1 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, November 2 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, November 3 

12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 
GENERAL ELECTION 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; No Chair Yoga 
4:00 PM Community Book Club 

Wednesday, November 4 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 1:00 PM  Garden Club Board Meeting 

No Bible Study will be Participating in Walk Away From Drugs 
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, November 5 5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, November 6 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, November 7 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 
5:00 PM NA 1st Saturday 

Sunday, November 8 

VETERAN’S SUNDAY 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, November 9 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, November 10 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, November 11 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 AM Cerbat Garden Club 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, November 12 
11:00 AM Widow & Widowers Fellowship 

5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, November 13 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Missions ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, November 14 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, November 15 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 
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Monday, November 16 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, November 17 

12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 
9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 
4:30 PM Preschool Board Meeting; 5:00 PM Finance Team Meeting 
5:30 PM Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, November 18 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study;  5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, November 19 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

9:00 AM Morning Glories 
5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, November 20 
8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

12:15 PM Spring Fling Planning Meeting 
6:00 PM Young Adults/Singles 

Saturday, November 21 
8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship; 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, November 22 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, November 23 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, November 24 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, November 25 
Living Waters Hospice Cooking 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, November 26 
THANKSGIVING DAY 
Church  Office Closed 

Friday, November 27 Church  Office Closed 

Saturday, November 28 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, November 29 

Advent ~ 1 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

11:30 AM Hanging of the Greens 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, November 30 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Please Note: 
The Church Office will be Closed the following days: 

Thursday, November 26, 2026 and Friday, November 27, 2026 
Friday, December 25, 2026  thru Friday, January 1, 2027 
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1730 Kino Avenue 
Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

Closed for Lunch: 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday: Closed 
(928) 692-8828/Fax (928) 692-8799 
 

Worship at St. John’s UMC 
Sundays: 

9:00 AM ~ Modern Praise 
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

 
Christian Folk Worship 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Email: st.johns@citlink.net 
Website: stjohnsumc.com 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Rev. Amy Kalm 

Office Administrator Heidi Heer 

Treasurer   Tracy Sheehy 

Modern Praise Music Director Chris Commisso 

Traditional Music Director Karin Kopecky   

Christian Folk Music Director Mike Mixon 

Preschool Director  Mande Padilla 

Connection Staff 

District Superintendent Rev. Dr.  Timote Piukala 

Resident Bishop Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut 


