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~ Continued on Page 2 ~ 

This month we are going to talk about the Wesleyan Way of Salvation. 
John Wesley wrote a sermon on this topic called the Scriptural Way of 
Salvation. He based this sermon on Ephesians 2:8 which says, “By grace 
you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God” We’d be wise to add verse 9 which says, “not the result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” 

Now this sermon was almost 5,000 words in length, so no I won’t recite it 
here. But this sermon presents a foundation to what we as United      
Methodists believe about salvation. So, I will pull out the important parts of 
this sermon. 

John Wesley’s teaching about salvation is one of the most important parts 
of our United Methodist tradition. Wesley believed salvation is more than 
going to heaven someday or being forgiven once. It is the way God’s 
grace reaches us, changes us, and helps us grow into people who love 
God and love others. 

Wesley lived in the 1700s and preached to many people who thought    
religion was mostly about going to church, acting respectable, or trying 
hard to be good. Wesley wanted people to know that real faith is deeper 
than that. It is about a heart changed by God’s grace and a life that shows 
love in everyday actions. 

Wesley talked about the plainness and simpleness of the “religion” of    
Jesus Christ. In his mind it involved two things, “the end it proposes, and 
the means to attain that end.” What was the proposed end? Salvation. 
What was the means to attain this end? Faith.  

Wesley often described salvation as a journey. God’s grace is present at 
every step. Grace reaches us before we even know we need it, helps us 
turn toward God, forgives us, gives us new life, and keeps working in us 
as we grow. These steps include prevenient grace, repentance,            
justification, sanctification, and perfection.  
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Prevenient grace simply means the grace that comes before. Wesley believed God is 
already working in our lives before we recognize it. God nudges our conscience, 
helps us see what is true, and gives us the ability to respond. We do not save       
ourselves, but God’s grace makes it possible for us to say yes. Wesley had tangible 
ways to identify each part of the way. Wesley refers to prevenient grace as being on 
the porch of a house. It is prevenient grace that moves us to repentance.               
The road to salvation cannot be traveled unless repentance is evident.  

Concepts of repentance exist in both Judaism and Christianity. The Hebrew words  
for repentance are “Naham” and “Shuv”. Naham is profound sorrow. Shuv is a verb 
that means “to turn back”. The Greek term from the New Testament for repentance  
is “Metanoia”. It literally means, to have a “change of mind”.  We can aspects of     
Judaism and Christianity in the Wesleyan Way of Salvation.  

JW believed that repentance was something complex. In line with the concept of 
Shuv, he emphasized that repentance wasn’t simply having regret for sin, it also     
required going in a different direction. It is God, who by the Holy Spirit, stirs up an 
awareness inside of us, leading to our recognition of the need for repentance.           
It is God who makes the first move, God who searches for his lost sheep. God who 
brings to light the gap between our moral code and salvation.  

When God’s grace wakes us up, we begin to see our need for mercy. That can be 
uncomfortable, but it is also a gift. Repentance means we are honest about sin, turn 
away from what pulls us from God, and begin moving in a new direction. 

Justifying grace is God’s forgiveness. Wesley refers to this as going through the door. 
Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and welcomed by God. We do not earn 
this by being good enough. It is a gift. This is the moment when a person can know 
peace with God and trust that God’s mercy is real. Justification began a process 
where works of piety and works of mercy are learned and practiced. 

Wesley said that salvation is not only something God does for us, but also something 
God does in us. The new birth means God gives us a new heart. We begin to love 
what God loves, resist what harms us, and live with a new desire to follow Christ. 

Sanctifying grace is God’s ongoing work in us. It is the grace that helps us grow. 
Wesley believed the Christian life should keep moving toward holiness, not in a harsh 
or showy way, but in love, kindness, prayer, service, and care for people in need. 

Wesley’s idea of Christian perfection can sound confusing, but he did not mean that 
Christians become flawless. He meant that God can fill a person’s heart so deeply 
with love that love becomes the main guide for their life. In simple words, Christian 
perfection is loving God and others with a whole heart. 
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Rev. Amy 

Wesley believed we are saved by grace, not by good works. But he also believed  
real faith shows up in real life. Prayer, worship, reading Scripture, helping the poor, 
visiting the sick, and caring for others do not earn salvation. They are ways we live 
out the love God has given us. 

Wesley’s way of salvation reminds us that faith is a lifetime journey with God.       
God starts the work, forgives us, gives us new life, and keeps shaping us.                 
It also reminds us that personal faith and love for others belong together. 

John Wesley’s way of salvation is really a story of grace. God reaches out first,      
invites us to turn around, forgives us through Christ, gives us new life, and helps     
us grow in love. For Wesley, salvation is not just about being rescued from sin.         
It is about becoming the people God created us to be: people who love God deeply 
and love others well. 

Where in the way of salvation do you think you sit? Remember that we are all going 
on toward perfection.  
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In Christ, 
Tracy Sheehy 

 Finance Director 

Finance Report for July 

 July 2026 July  2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $8,885.99 $9,445.64 ($559.69) (6%) 

Other Income $3,231.28 $5,391.41 ($2,160.13) (40%) 

Total Income $12,717.27 $14,834.05 ($2,719.78) (18%) 

Total Expenditure $20,708.26 $34,919.24 ($14,210.98) (41%) 

Net Income ($8,590.99) ($20,082.19) $11,491.20 57% 

Year-to-Date Finance Report January—July 2026 

 Jan.—July 
2026 

Jan.—July 
2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $81,439.43 $76194.83 $5,244.60 7% 

Other Income $148,960.22* $38,137.98 $110,822.24 291% 

Total Income $230,399.65 $114,332.81 $116,066.84 102% 

Total Expenditure $236,962.18** $181,075.36 $55,786.82 31% 

Net Income ($6,462.53) ($66,742.55) $60,280.02 90% 

*This includes $100,000 grant money from the state of Az for security updates. 
**This includes expenses of $99,999.69 for security updates using grant money. 
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God Can Use You 
Have you ever wondered how you can I be of service to God? Have you ever thought, “I don’t 
have the skill set to serve”? God rarely picks someone who is prepared, He prepares the  
chosen!  
As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with 
him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the LORD 
had done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell 
in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. –Mark 
5:18-20 
 
If you want to read a great Bible story, take a moment to ponder Mark 5:1-20. It shows how  
Jesus and His disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee. They were headed in a Southeasterly 
direction out of Capernaum. The disciples asked Jesus where they were heading and for what 
purpose. Jesus answered, “Oh, we’re heading toward one of the ten Greek cities, the  
Decapolis.” 
The disciples asked, “What for?” 
He replied, “We’re going to get the message of the Kingdom out throughout that entire region.” 
“My,” Peter said. “That’s quite a task. How many weeks will we be there? I didn’t really come 
prepared.” 
“You don’t understand,” said Jesus. “We’ll just be there a few hours, maybe the better part of the 
day.” 
“Well, frankly, LORD, I’m totally confused. How in the world can we get the message out in such 
a short time?” asked another. 
“Oh, I’ve got it all figured out,” said Jesus. “I’ve got a man picked out over there. We’ll be  
meeting him a bit after we land. He’s going to spread the word.” 
“Well,” said Peter, “now I understand. Is it anyone we know?” 
“No, you’ve never met this fellow before.” 
“He must be quite a guy if he’s going to take on this territory all by himself. He must have some 
charisma or training. I’ll bet he’s one of those sharp, well-educated young Pharisees who was 
converted down at the seminary in Jerusalem during our last visit there! Right?” someone asked. 
“No,” Jesus said. “Actually, he hasn’t had any training at all. And frankly, he hasn’t gone to 
school much either. As a matter of fact, mostly he has just been hanging around the cemetery 
lately.” 
“The cemetery? What is he, a funeral director? Or a gravedigger? What does he do at the  
cemetery?” a disciple demanded. 
“Well, mainly he runs around breaking chains, cutting himself and banging his head on the stone 
markers. As a matter of fact, right now he’s full of the devil and running around half nuts.” 
Do you get the idea? Only God knows the power and potential within each one of us. Isn’t it 
amazing that He uses ordinary people like you and me to accomplish His plans? If God can use 
a demon-possessed man to spread the word (see Mark 5:20), then He can surely use you as 
well. What about you? Will you allow yourself to be an ordinary person whom God uses to do 
extraordinary things? 
Grace and peace to you all! 

 

David Balk 
Lay Leader 
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September 6th Fish Tales: Jonah Pouts 
Scripture: Jonah 4:1-11 NRSVUE 

September 13th Jesus Math: Forgiveness 
Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35 NRSVUE 

September 20th For What It’s Worth 
Scripture: Philippians 1:20-30 NRSVUE 

September 27th Confessions of a Heretic 
Guest Speaker: Terry Crawford 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. 

 

Adult  Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m. followed by Study at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustees ~ Meets 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 6, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Nurture Team ~ Meets 3rd Thursday of Each Quarter at 4:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next Meeting is: Thursday, October 15, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Finance Team ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 27, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Church Council ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m. 
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, October 27, 2026 in the Resource Center 
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Mark Your Calendar!!! 
Friday, September 11, 2026 at  6 p.m. 
Annual Church Conference with our 

District Superintendent: 
Rev. Dr. Timote Piukala 

 
 ALL are encouraged to attend!!! 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!!! 

And We Need Your Help! 

Pumpkins are scheduled to arrive Saturday, October 10th 

Please see Barb Parker or Pastor Amy to sign-up to either help 

unload or to take a shift in the Patch. 
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Meets Once a Month on Sundays 
ALL Youth 6th Grade thru 12th Grade  

are invited to join us!!! 
Please see our Youth Director: Keri Balk or  

Rev. Amy for dates and times. 
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Nana’s Pantry located here at St. John’s UMC is:   

OPEN FRIDAYS FROM  
9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
St. John’s UMC also has a small clothing closet that is open on Fridays  during our            

Food Box distributions 
 

If you are interested in being part of this  
ministry here at St. John’s,  

please contact Heidi in the Church Office at:  (928) 692-8828 or st.johns@citlink.net 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: 
Canned Veggies; Canned Meat; Canned Beans; 

Canned Fruit; Spaghetti Sauce; Dried Pasta; 
Rice; Cereal; Canned Soup; Mac & Cheese; Toilet Paper 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Our Clothing Closet is now Accepting Fall and Winter Clothing for 

Men,  
Women, and Children. 

We are also in need of  linens: 
Bath Towels; Kitchen Towels; 

Blankets; Sheets 
 

ALL Items Must be Clean and  
in good shape 
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P r a y e r s  f o r  o u r  N o r t h  D i s t r i c t  C h u r c h e s  

As part of the United Methodist connection we pray to support one another in ministry.  
During the month of September please pray for these churches, ministries,  
pastors, congregations, and communities. 

1) Parker UMC, Parker, Arizona 
2) St. John’s UMC, Kingman, Arizona 

Devin Arrants, Brian Barnacle, Justin Bayles, John Belcher, Chris Bradley, Greg Brewer,  
Dan Brocklehurst, Stacie Brown, Brady Burr, Ryan Burr,  Erik Burris, Lucas James Butler:          
Clint Caldwell, Bobby Carlson, Charles Carroll, Nathanial Castor, Amber Caswell, Richard Cole,   
Anthony Costa, Jenny Dalton, Colin Dyer, Daniel Eagan, Karen Eagan, Anthony Elliot,                 
Adam Ernesti, Austin Ernesti, Ben Ferrell, Christie Francis, Adam Georges, Ethan Granger,         
Holly Gibbons, Joey Gormany, Brenton Green, George Hatchell Jr., Colin Arno Henry;                      
Camerron Higbee, Jessica Huffer, Isaiah Huynh, Brian Illes, Jeremiah Johnson, Travis Johnson, 
David Kent, Jeffery Lederhouse,  Ryan Miller, Danny Morales,  Jennifer Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Katrina Powell, Tyler Radcliffe, Will Ray, William Ritchie, Juan Roman, Jamuel Ruiz,  
Bryson Salazar, Ben Schwartfigure, Sean Schwartfigure, Jared Shulpa, Matthew Simone,  
Troy Smith, Daniel Travis, Jeff Vicario, Ashley Caswell Walker, Andrew Weatherford,  
Jason Williams, Chad Wright   

P r a y  E v e r y  D a y  f o r  o u r  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s—         

 
 

To make changes to this list, please call the church  office at  (928) 692-8828                      
Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. —4 p.m. or email us at stjohnsprayerchain@citlink.net.      
We make every effort to keep the names on this list current, and we have a quarterly meeting to  

do so.  Your help is appreciated so please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Family of Roger Anders; Family of Carol Anderson; Lois Baker; Family of Warren Bard;  
Family of Susan Bethel; Jennifer Casey;  Nicole Castro; Dale Conner; Sally Diehl;  Debra Eberly; 
Gary Forde; Steven Frazine; Family of Arno Gates; Patty George; Dana Godfrey; Jeffrey Gordon; 
Carol Halen; Jean Hardy; Spencer Hess:  Paula Hupp; Family of Julie Jensen; Kimberley Jones;  
Ed Krause; Amy Lunsford; Krista Nielson;  Paul Player; Kevin Pratt;   Family of Barbara Ricca;    
Sandra Robison; Patty Roderick; Betty Rowe; Nandhini Sankar; Gert Schacht; Marc Schacht;     
Debbie Scott; Rodney Shutts; Jennifer Sievert; Martin Sievert; Wade Sievert;  Ernestine Stein;     
Jeremy Thomas; Dr. Tom Thompson; Melissa Van Pelt; Don Waller; Lois Waller; John Walls;      
Pam Wally; Scott White 

 Long Term Prayer List 
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Bulletin Announcements for church events are due to the church office by                        
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM.  Bulletins are printed on Tuesday afternoons. 

St. John’s Connection for church events and happenings are due to the 
church office no later than Tuesdays at 12 p.m.  

The Connection Email is sent out on Wednesday mornings. 
 
 
The October 2026 Newsletter deadline is:   
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 by 4:00 PM.  

 
 

You can e-mail your submissions, with Bulletin, 
Newsletter, or Connection in the subject line to Heidi at: 

st.johns@citlink.net. 

Publication Deadlines 

Group meetings Saturday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. in the  

St. John’s UMC Multi-Purpose Room 

Other Groups that meet here at St. John’s UMC 
 
 

Morning Glories 
Third Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. (September-June) 

 
T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

Friday mornings:   
        Weigh-In begins at 8 a.m. 
        Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Cerbat Garden Club 

Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. (August-June) 
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Jan & Ed Pennington—9/1/2017 (9 yrs.) 

Rebecca & Ernie Faris—9/4/1976 (50 yrs.) 

Patricia & Greg Cropper—9/13/1974 (52 yrs.) 

Elizabeth & Paul Stahulak—9/20/1986 (40 yrs.) 

Crystal & Wayne Faris—9/23/2006 (20 yrs.) 

September Birthdays  

September 6—Patty Hockingberry 

September 7—Ruth Cisney;               
   Samuel Rhine 

September 8—Dan Murphy 

September 11—Rebecca Faris 

September 14—Terri Chavez 

September 16—Rev. Amy 

September 18—Sandie Womack 

September 19—George Cisney;      
   Gert Schacht 

September 24—Lorraine Tucker 

September 26—Kaitlyn Williams 

S e p t e m b e r  D a i l y  B i b l e  R e a d i n g s  

September 1 Psalm 15, 25; John 8:21-32 

September 2 Psalm 28, 36; John 8:33-47 

September 3 Psalm 119:25-48; John 8:48-59 

September 4 Psalm 37; John 9:1-17 

September 5 Psalm 31, 35; John 9:18-41 

September 6 Psalm 42, 43; John 10:1-18 

September 7 Psalm 98, 103; Matthew 5:13-20 

September 8 Psalm 41, 44; John 10:19-30 

September 9 Psalm 47, 48; John 10:31-42 

September 10 Psalm 49, 53; John 11:1-16 

September 11 Psalm 60, 66; John 11:17-29 

September 12 Psalm 51, 54; John 11:30-44 

September 13 Psalm 138, 139; John 11:45-54 

September 14 Psalm 24, 29; Matthew 5:21-26 

September 15 Psalm 58, 64; John 11:55-12:8 

September 16 Psalm 62, 68; John 12:9-19 

September 17 Psalm 119:73-96; John 12:20-26 

September 18 Psalm 71, 74; John 12:27-36a 

September 19 Psalm 69, 73; John 12:36b-43 

September 20 Psalm 75, 76; John 12:44-50 

September 21 Psalm 93, 96; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

September 22 Psalm 77, 80; Luke 1:1-4, 3:1-14 

September 23 Psalm 78; Luke 3:15-22 

September 24 Psalm 81, 82; Luke 4:1-13 

September 25 Psalm 83, 85, 86; Luke 4:14-30 

September 26 Psalm 91, 92; Luke 4:31-37 

September 27 Psalm 90, 136; Luke 4:38-44 

September 28 Psalm 66, 67; Matthew 13:44-52 

September 29 Psalm 89; Luke 5:1-11 

September 30 Psalm 94, 95, 97; Luke 5:12-26 
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Tuesday, September 1 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 
4:00 PM Community Book Club 

Wednesday, September 2 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 1:00 PM Garden Club Board Meeting; 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, September 3 5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, September 4 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, September 5 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 
5:00 PM NA 1st Saturday 

Sunday, September 6 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, September 7 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY/Church Office Closed 
5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 8 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, September 9 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 AM Cerbat Garden Club 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, September 10 
11:00 AM Widow & Widowers Fellowship 

5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, September 11 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

11:00 AM Blood Drive Set-Up 
5:00 PM Gathering & Dinner 

6:00 PM CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Saturday, September 12 8 AM ~ 2 PM BLOOD DRIVE 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, September 13 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, September 14 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 15 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 
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Wednesday, September 16 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, September 17 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Friday, September 18 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, September 19 
8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church;  10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Young Adults & Singles Group—Attending the Fair 

Sunday, September 20 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, September 21 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 22 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, September 23 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 

Thursday, September 24 
5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

Walk to Emmaus 

Friday, September 25 Walk to Emmaus 

Saturday, September 26 Walk to Emmaus 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church;  10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, September 27 

Walk to Emmaus 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 
6:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Service 

Monday, September 28 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, September 29 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

9:15 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:00 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, September 30 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study;  
8:00 PM Trust in the Lord Ministries Study 
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1730 Kino Avenue 
Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

Closed for Lunch: 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday: Closed 
(928) 692-8828/Fax (928) 692-8799 
 

Worship at St. John’s UMC 
Sundays: 

9:00 AM ~ Modern Praise 
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

 
Christian Folk Worship 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Email: st.johns@citlink.net 
Website: stjohnsumc.com 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Rev. Amy Kalm 

Office Administrator Heidi Heer 

Treasurer   Tracy Sheehy 

Modern Praise Music Director Chris Commisso 

Traditional Music Director Karin Kopecky   

Christian Folk Music Director Mike Mixon 

Preschool Director  Mande Padilla 

Connection Staff 

District Superintendent Rev. Dr.  Timote Piukala 

Resident Bishop Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut 


