
Well church family, we’re down to 3 more sermons in our Jim Time series. I wish I could tell 

you that James is going to tone it down as he comes to the end of his letter. But James just 

won’t go away quietly.  He’s not about to close his letter with sentimental words and polite 

religious phrases. He’s like that annoying itch that just won’t go away. Today James comes to us 

in sounds, three to be exact. There’s the cry of oppressed workers whose wages have been 

withheld. There’s the call for suffering believers to be patient until the coming of the Lord. And 

there’s the simple, steady speech of people whose “yes” means yes and whose “no” means no. 

 

James isn’t simply talking about money, hardship, or speech. He’s talking about what it should 

look like to live under the gaze of God. As James points out again and again. God sees what 

others ignore. God hears what others dismiss. And God will set all things right. So today our 

Jim Time will teach us how to Be Non-Oppressive and Endure Suffering. 

 

James introduces this chapter with, “Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the 

misery that is coming on you.” I don’t know about you, but when I was growing up, I never 

wanted to hear what came after when a sentence started, “Now listen!” 

  

James isn’t playing around. These are words of warning. Let’s be clear, again, this is not a 

condemnation of someone who owns possessions. Scripture gives plenty of examples of faithful 

people who were wealthy and used that wealth for God’s purposes. The problem here isn’t 

possession; it’s corruption. When wealth becomes an idol, it becomes wealth to be hoarded. It 

becomes wealth that’s too easy to be gained or protected through acts of injustice. 

 

With people like this, their corruption makes their possessions stink to high heaven. Plus, 

they’re ugly. How ugly are they? James says their riches are rotten, their garments are moth-

eaten, and their gold and silver are corroded. For all you geologists out there, gold and silver 

doesn’t typically rust.  [Show Slide] You’re welcome for a mental picture you can’t unsee.  

 

[Back to sermon slide] What James is saying is this. Anyone thinking they can believe in 

possessions over God is in for a rude awakening. Their possessions will testify against them. 



Become evidence. Transformed into accusation. Witness to the fact that this is living for the 

wrong kingdom. 

 

What injustice is James talking about? Vs. 4. “The wages of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you.” These workers had no legal 

power or social influence, but they had something even better. They had cries that reached the 

ears of the Lord of hosts. This isn’t a carelessly used title. When James uses the title Lord of 

hosts, he’s also saying the Lord of armies. This is not a weak God who hears the defrauded. Not 

a God who is unaware, and certainly not a God who is neutral toward oppression. God is the 

Commander of heaven’s armies and hears every cry that injustice tries to silence.  

  

This is a siren call to examine not how much we have, but how we got it, how we use it, and 

what it is doing to our hearts. How are you using what God entrusts to you? Are you using it to 

bless others, practice justice, show mercy, and serve God’s kingdom? Or are you living 

comfortably numb to the needs around you? 

 

James is not asking for guilt-driven generosity, he’s asking for grace-shaped stewardship. Jesus, 

though rich, became poor for our sake. By His poverty we became rich in mercy. Believing that 

Christ gave Himself for us, then can we agree that nothing we possess belongs merely to us. 

(repeat) Our money, our homes, our time, our positions, and our opportunities all gifts to be 

managed through God.  

  

Next James turns to comforting brothers and sisters who are suffering: “Be patient, then, 

brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.” We move from hearing how God will judge 

injustice to learning that because the Lord hears, we can endure. Because we have hope in 

Christ. 

 

James turns to the image of a farmer. The farmer who waits for the precious fruit of the earth. 

The farmer who must wait patiently for the early and late rains. A farmer knows about waiting. 

He knows that he can’t force a seed to grow by anxiety, can’t make it rain by pacing. Knows 



that the precious fruit of the earth requires two things. Working faithfully and waiting with 

vulnerability. This is not a waiting of laziness; it’s a waiting of trust. 

 

It’s the kind of patience James is asking of his audience. Church family, Christian patience is 

not passive resignation, it is faithful resolve rooted in the promise of Jesus resurrection and our 

hope for his return. In vs 8 James says, “You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 

coming is near.”  

 

Being patient and standing firm is a call to hearts that are strengthened, steadied, and set firmly 

on the truth. This isn’t a promise that the circumstances shaking us will be painless and we 

don’t need to pretend there. But by remembering that Christ, whose justice is certain and mercy 

if full, we also remember that Christ’s return grows nearer every day. Oh, how that knowledge 

steadies a rattled heart. 

 

James knows something else about suffering. It can turn people against each other. So, he says 

in vs. 9, “Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The 

Judge is standing at the door!” When pressures arise, when we are pushed to the wall, we can be 

tempted to look for some target, any target. We know we can’t confront [fill in the blank] 

injustice, but we can sure lash out at the person in front of us. We can snap and criticize. And oh 

the time spent rehearsing just how we will lash out. Hence that warning about the Judge 

(psst…Jesus) standing at the door. Yes, even in the midst of suffering, we are called to be 

patient with those circumstances and with each other. 

  

James knows that you won’t be satisfied with idle talk. So how about some examples! (Rubs 

nails on shirt) How about the prophets and Job? The prophets spoke the words of the Lord…and 

they suffered. But Job takes the cake. Look at all of the deep loss, confusion, and grief Job 

endured. James reminds us in vs 11. “You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what 

the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.”  

 

Does this mean that Job had it easy? But remember, Job’s story didn’t end in loss. The Lord was 

working behind the scenes. Job just couldn’t see the whole picture. 



Some of you are waiting right now. Waiting for healing, reconciliation, answers, justice. Waiting 

for that prodigal to come home. Waiting for the grief to grow just a little less heavy. James 

offers these words of comfort, “Do not lose heart while you wait.” Christ came in humility and 

will come again in glory. Christ bore the injustice of the cross and will judge acts of injustice. 

The God, who showed compassion and mercy to Job will also show us compassion and mercy. 

 

We’ve arrived at the last verse we will discuss today, and it might seem like a 180-degree turn. 

“Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything 

else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.”  

 

But think about it, this fits perfectly here. When we are under pressure, isn’t it a lot easier to 

misuse words. To use words for cheating, grumbling, manipulating, exaggerating. Good God let 

me escape this suffering responsibility. But if we are followers of Jesus, we must be people of 

plain truth. (Repeat) 

 

This is not to say that formal vows are wrong in every situation. What we’re talking about here 

is the use of impressive language to cover a suspicious character. If we practice true honesty and 

integrity, we won’t need layers of religiosity to make people believe us. Our ordinary speech 

will be enough. 

 

Imagine a church where people did what they said they would do. Marriages where words were 

not weapons but commitments. Workplaces where Christians were known not for exaggeration, 

manipulation, or excuses, but for steady truthfulness. Speaking truth. Keeping promises. 

Admitting wrongs. Refusing to cloth dishonest words in religious disguises. Let your yes be yes 

and your no be no. I’m going to let my yes be yes and my no be no. Say that with me.  

 

Why does this matter? Because our words reveal where we place our trust. If we believe in the 

Judge that is at the door, then we don’t need to control our outcomes with deceit. If we believe 

our God hears us, then we do not need to manipulate people to get noticed. If we believe Christ 

will return, then we can live truthfully even when that truth costs us. 



So, there you have it. A confrontation about judgment and a reminder of God’s mercy. 

Remember we’ve all failed at some point. Maybe we trusted possessions for security. Maybe 

ignored people with needs we could address. Maybe we grew impatient in a suffering season. 

Maybe we grumbled against people made in God’s image. Maybe we spoke carelessly when 

telling the truth was costly. 

 

Hear this good news. The same Judge waiting at the door is the same Savior who took our 

place. This savior was truly righteous. Condemned and killed, without seeking revenge. Who 

entrusted Himself to the Lord of Armies our just judge. It was Jesus at the cross who bore our 

judgment. By his resurrection, He opened the way of mercy.  So don’t take today’s passage as a 

call to save yourself simply through better stewardship, stronger patience, and cleaner speech. 

See James message for what it is, a call to remember that Jesus is our Lord. Because of this we 

have mercy, and we are called to a living faith that reshapes our approach to money, suffering, 

and words. 

 

Quiz time. How are we to live knowing that the Judge is standing at the door? How do we hold 

our possessions? How are we to endure suffering? How are we to speak?  Without God it might 

sound like this? “I’m going to get what I can, I’m going to protect myself, and I’m going to say 

whatever will help me win.”  

 

Because we know who we believe in, we hold our possessions loosely with open hands and 

righteous hearts. We endure suffering with patient hope, and we speak with integrity, letting our 

yes be yes and our no be no. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Lord You are the compassionate, merciful, and righteous Judge. Help us turn away from trusting 

in possessions. Give us patience in suffering. Help us to resist grumbling against each other, and 

may we always speak with integrity. May our lives be your witness to the world. Amen. 


