Those who question the Christian faith occasionally offer arguments that they believe beyond a
shadow of a doubt invalidates all religious beliefs. I personally believe that God welcomes our
questions. God wants to dialogue with us. And they don’t even need to be “mature” questions.

Here are some questions that I believe God doesn’t just love; he adores!
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In our reading today from the Gospel of Luke we have the Sadducees—the ultra conservatives
of Judaism in Jesus’ day. They approach Jesus with a question designed to invalidate Jesus’
teachings. Their question involves a Levitical law that directs the brother of childless deceased
man to marry his sister-in-law and produce offspring. The Sadducees’ question deals with the
resurrection—even though they did not believe that there would be a resurrection and eternal
life. So the goal of their question was to prove the impossibility of resurrection and bonus if it

trapped Jesus.

The answer Jesus offers to the Sadducees not only underscores the reality of resurrection but

also gives us a glimpse of how resurrection affects our lives today.

The Sadducees lacked an eternal perspective because of their rejection of heaven. Their life

view was limited to their present physical life. Why was this even attractive? Well

Without resurrection, they could simply ignore God. Sure, God might play a role in their present
life, but without eternal life there was no need to worry about the judgment of the last days.
They could lead a more Epicurean lifestyle which said, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow

we may die.”

Sadducees were a self-centered group. They did what benefited themselves alone and not
others. They willingly became collaborators with Rome, striving to rise high in their pseudo
government. Betraying their fellow countrymen was acceptable if it was necessary. And it was

always necessary.



Sounds kind of like our present world doesn’t it? America is not immune to a Sadducees
approach to faith. A faith that says sure, I believe in God, and I receive Jesus Christ as my Lord
and Savior, but please don’t look at my actions, you might think I look a wee bit like those
Sadducees we make fun of. Don’t tell anyone that I look for enjoyment, comfort, and
fulfillment in the things of this world. Don’t tell anyone that I am self-centered, and I have no

intention of allowing any belief in God to mold my life, let alone transform it. Good God!

Church family, we are challenged to allow our acceptance of the reality of heaven to affect our
lives today by giving us an eternal perspective on life. There are several ways that such a

perspective will transform us.

First, the trials and tribulations of this life will not be as overwhelming. Paul writes that he does

not consider his present sufferings notable in light of the overwhelming blessings of heaven.

Next, the draw of the world is lessened. If all we have in our existence is this present life, then
eating, drinking, and being merry would make sense. For after all, tomorrow we may die and
that’s it. With the understanding of life after death and a heaven, there is a deeper meaning and
purpose in life. It’s far beyond just making ends meet and fulfilling as many of our desires as

much as we possibly can.

Jesus tells the Sadducees, in his reply, that people who are counted worthy of entering heaven

will be like the angels. They will never die.

So who is worthy of entering into heaven? The Pharisees would say, “Those who keep the law
and therefore live righteous lives.” The Sadducees would say, silly rabbit there’s no such thing
as resurrection. In America, according to a survey, most believe that good people who do good

things will eventually enter into heaven.



So let’s talk about one more requirement. Because the core of the gospel, the good news of

Jesus Christ is that we on our own can never be good enough to get to heaven. That’s why Jesus
was sent here. Sent to live, suffer, and die on the cross. All for the forgiveness of our sins. All to
allow us to experience a new relationship and a new life with God. Jesus died for the sins of the

world. And because of what Jesus Christ did, we are all worthy of entering into heaven.

How do we define heaven? What if it was as simple as being in God’s presence; because
wherever God is there is heaven. If that’s the case, maybe we can say that our eternal life—the

life that will never end—has already begun. Think about it.

At our baptism, we died with Christ so that we might live with him. We were also filled with the
Holy Spirit—the presence of God—at the time of our baptism. Though we still do not know

God fully, though we have not seen God face to face, we are able to live a heavenly existence.

Also, we live in a personal relationship with God. We are able to call him our Father and he

calls us his children.

We walk with the lightness of forgiven sins—free from guilt and shame.

We experience God’s power and presence in our lives. God truly does hold us in the palm of

God’s hand.

We are able to experience the abundant life today, when we live in the reality that we have

already begun our eternal lives.

Jesus closes his comments to the Sadducees concerning heaven, with a reference to Moses and
the burning bush. In this story, which takes place in the book of Exodus, God refers to himself
as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To Jesus, God is proclaiming that he is the God of the

living, because these men are alive to God.



God is God of a community of believers, Children of God—Saints. These people—past,
present, and future—form the populace of heaven. Heaven is not only seeing God face to face
and experiencing the fullness of the abundant life. Heaven is also worshipping and serving God

in the fellowship of the people of God.

Church family, we are a local, earthly experience of heaven. I see some of you skeptics out
there with a scowl. I’'m sad to think that there are some who would not describe their
participation in this church family as “heaven on earth.” But in a very real sense, we should be
able to do just that. In our best of times, we might be able to do just that, catch a glimpse of this

truth. If heaven is being in God’s presence, worshipping God and serving him in whatever way

God asks, then isn’t that what we are to be about as a congregation? Look around you and see
that this is a vision of what is to come! You are heaven on earth and you are heaven on earth and

you are heaven on earth. Say to your neighbor, you are heaven on earth.

Our acceptance of the truth of heaven underscores the reality that we are a part of a community,

and we always will be

There are people who live their lives in a despair that is summed up in these words, “Life sucks,
and then you die.” These are not our words. At least I pray they are not. Because of the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can experience heaven on earth. That isn’t a promise
of a life without pain and suffering, but it is a promise of a life lived in God’s peace, presence

and power.

Not only are we able to allow the reality of heaven to mold and shape our lives and enable us to
experience the abundant life today, we are also able to share the good news of Jesus Christ with

those around us and maybe just maybe transform their “living hell,” to heaven on earth.



