
Yesterday we celebrated the 250th anniversary of the nation that is the United States of America. 

And as the celebratory spirit lingers today, I wondered what wisdom God might have for us for 

the next 250 years. I was drawn to today’s passage from 1 Kings chapter 3. It is a notable story 

in the bible. Here young King Solomon is asked by God what he wants. What he chooses 

affirms an important fact. We always need God.  

 

There are moments in life when we suddenly realize that ability is not enough. A new 

responsibility, a difficult decision, a family burden, a leadership role, a season of uncertainty, 

things that can make us feel the weight of our limitations. No matter how much knowledge, 

experience, and good intentions I have, I still find myself asking, “Lord, what do I do now?” 

 

It reminds me of that first time I drove the car with Suzanne strapped in it as a baby. I knew 

how to drive. I’d driven for years at this point. But suddenly it wasn’t just me in the car. I had 

another life with me. As I put the key in the ignition, I found myself not asking, “How fast do I 

need to go to get there on time?” Instead, I was asking, “Can I get this precious cargo there 

safely?” Solomon was holding the keys, not to just any kingdom, but to the kingdom that was 

covered by God’s hesed or steadfast love. So he was going to need more than his own ability to 

meet this challenge. He was going to need wisdom from God. 

 

Here’s where we find ourselves today. in 1 Kings 3. Solomon is young. He is the newly 

established king of Israel. He’s responsible for a nation with a population far too numerous to 

count. Might we also mention he has big shoes to follow. He is succeeding his father, who is, oh 

you know, King David.  

 

So, when God appears to him in a dream and says, “Ask what I shall give you,” Solomon does 

the unthinkable. He does not ask for wealth, or revenge, or fame. He asks for wisdom—more 

literally, an understanding mind or a listening heart. God indeed gives Solomon what he 

requests. And today we’ll see how God not only gives him wisdom but so much more. God will 

explain in detail what God-honoring wisdom looks like and we will talk about why this type of 

wisdom still matters today. 



Before we get to that part, let’s go back to the beginning of this chapter. Solomon is in a 

complicated place. Without warning he finds himself with political influence, royal 

responsibility, and visible success. But something important is missing. The nation’s worship 

life is not fully ordered yet because they have no temple. People are relegated to worshipping in 

the high places. Solomon goes to Gibeon, called the most high place in our passage and offers 

sacrifices there. While the setting is imperfect, we still see a king who knows he needs God. 

Knows that worshiping God is important.  

 

It is this worship that prepares Solomon to be ready to ask for the right thing in response to 

God’s offer. Wisdom is rooted in humble worship. We do not become wise by merely collecting 

information. We become wise when we stand before God honestly, confess our dependence, and 

recognize that life is too large for us to manage without God. Boy, have I learned that.  

 

Filled with a heart of worship, Solomon is ready for God’s question and it’s astonishing: “Ask 

what I shall give you.” Does anyone besides me realize how unnerving this question is? 

Solomon’s answer would expose his priorities. Let’s think about our own priorities and what 

would be revealed if God asked that question of us. Would we be tempted to prioritize comfort, 

security, recognition, relief from conflict, or more control? 

 

Now Solomon’s answer starts with remembering God’s covenant faithfulness to David in vs 6 

“You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to 

you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have 

given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.”  

 

Solomon goes on to acknowledge his own inadequacies in the face the greatness of Israel. The 

people he has been called to serve. So, he asks for “an understanding mind” to govern God’s 

people and to discern between good and evil. See what he did there? He didn’t just ask to be 

successful he also asked to remain a man of faith. 

 



This is the heart of God honoring wisdom. Faithful discernment over self-promotion.  The 

question should never be “How can I make my name great?” God honoring wisdom asks, “How 

can I serve the people You have entrusted to me?”. And guess what? Solomon’s request pleases 

the Lord. 

 

Solomon could have asked for long life, riches, and the death of his enemies. But because 

Solomon simply seeks wisdom for the sake of righteous leadership, God grants him wisdom 

AND gives him what he did not ask for: riches and honor. This response reveals both God’s 

generosity AND His values. The Lord delights when His people seek first what is good, 

righteous, and faithful. Seek ye first the kingdom of God. Am I right? 

 

Does this mean that every time we seek wisdom from God, we should also expect to receive 

wealth or status? If that’s the goal, perhaps we miss the point. Because what we’re talking about 

here is this. When our hearts are aligned with God’s purposes, we trust that receive what we 

most truly need. God gives wisdom generously. So can we trust that God will provide additional 

graces that we did not know to ask for. 

 

This promise of wisdom comes with conditions. In verse 14 God adds these conditions. “If you 

will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will lengthen your life.” Wisdom is not just about making clever decisions. God 

honoring wisdom is lived obedience. This is a wisdom that hears God. This is a wisdom that 

walks in His ways. 

 

And our passage today ends with Solomon waking and wondering if he was dreaming. He goes 

back to Jerusalem and stands before the ark of the covenant. There he offers sacrifices to God 

and makes a feast for his servants. The passage ends as it begins, with worship. It also ends with 

that generous spirit of God influencing Solomon to provide a feast for his servants. Solomon 

ends back at the center of God’s covenant presence. 

 

 



Again, it’s time for some soul searching.  

 

How often do we want God to guide us, but really don’t want surrender. Wanting answers 

without worship. Today from Solomon we learn to begin at the right place: before the Lord. So 

let’s stop pretending that we have everything under control. Instead let’s humbly admit that we 

need God’s presence, God’s mercy, and God’s direction. I need God’s presence, God’s mercy, 

and God’s direction. Say that with me.  

 

And isn’t God honoring wisdom just what we need in our homes, churches, workplaces, 

friendships, and decisions? Don’t we need a listening heart that can hear God’s Word, 

understand the needs of others, and discern the right way when the path is not obvious. God 

honoring wisdom asks, “Lord, what would honor You here?” 

 

Are we seeking blessings or are we seeking the God who blesses? Can we trust that God knows 

what else should be added, withheld, delayed, or redirected for our good and His glory? 

 

When have you been guilty of the desire to admire wisdom without obedience? Do you believe 

that God will continue to give us wisdom while we remain unchanged? God honoring wisdom  

is a wisdom that helps us walk right, love with faith, judge honestly, lead humbly, and worship 

sincerely. So the question of the day is. How has your wisdom changed you?  

 

Think about any map. They’re only useful if we follow them. We can admire the detail, the 

frame it, we can talk about how accurate it is, but if we never take the route it shows, we will 

never arrive at our destination. God honored wisdom is not just something to be admired. It is 

something to be obeyed. 

 

Solomon’s request for wisdom should be a mirror for us and even a wisdom for our nation. 

What are we asking God for? Are we only seeking relief, success, and comfort, or are we asking 

for a heart that can listen, discern, and obey? 

 



Did you know that God still invites us to ask for wisdom. And in Jesus Christ, we have an even 

greater wisdom than Solomon. Jesus perfectly listened to God, perfectly discerned good from 

evil, perfectly served His people, and gave Himself for us. So church family, let’s not ask for 

wisdom as strangers trying to earn God’s favor. Let’s ask as beloved children who come through 

Christ, trusting a God who gives generously. 

 

Church family let this be our prayer: “Lord, give Your servant a listening heart.” Let’s say that 

together.   

 

Give us and give these United States of America wisdom for our decisions, humility for our 

responsibilities, discernment for our relationships, and obedience for every step ahead. Let us 

pray. 

 

Lord God, You are the source of all wisdom. Teach us to come before You with humble hearts. 

Give us listening hearts that hear Your Word, discern what is right, and serve others faithfully. 

Help us to seek Your glory above our own comfort and to walk in obedience through the grace 

of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 


