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Reflections from the Rev. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 

~ Continued on Page 2 ~ 

The opening section of Hebrews 13 has a heading that reads,     
“Service Well-Pleasing to God”. The things being asked here are not 
easy. For example, vs 3 talks about remembering people in prison.    
This in itself would be easy if it wasn’t for the last part of this verse.    
The author of Hebrews (not Paul) has the audacity to challenge his 
readers to remember these prisoners, AS IF THEY THEMSELVES were 
in prison. As if THEY THEMSELVES were being tortured. This is an ask, 
not merely for simple sympathy. This is an ask for deep, gut-wrenching 
empathy.  What a challenge. Who could possibly meet this?  

It’s also fun to note that in verse 6 you will find a quote from none other 
than Psalm 118. Remember our Palm Sunday text? The verse quoted  
is one that gives me a lot of encouragement. Coincidentally verse 6 of 
Hebrews 13 quotes verse 6 of Psalm 118. “The Lord is my helper;          
I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”  

In Hebrews 13 there are a couple of other verses that caught my        
attention. They are the first 2 verses of this chapter. “Let mutual affection 
continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” This led me to 
thinking about angelic encounters. The bible definitely talks about such 
encounters. As a child I am convinced that I had an angelic encounter.  

The angelic encounter.  This occurred when I was still in elementary 
school. Our family would occasionally go camping at a small 
campground called Buffalo Creek Park. At that time it had only about   
20 camping sites. I loved the playground and I especially loved the creek 
that ran through the park. It was small, but big enough and watery 
enough to cool off and swim a little. Learning to swim for me came a  
little later than other kids. But once I got brave enough to swim, I think 
you would call me a fish. I loved the water.  
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Rev. Amy 

~ Continued from Page 1 ~ 

On one camping trip I got to take a school friend with me. Elle and I were really good friends.  
I was so happy to get to have her join us. On Saturday we went over to the creek. She told me 
she could swim and of course I believed her. We started floating with the current of the creek. 
The current pulled us gently until we found ourselves in a deep hole. This is when I learned 
that Elle had oversold her ability to swim. She started going under and then she panicked. I 
panicked too and swam out to help her. This is when I learned that this is a no-no when trying 
to save someone who is drowning.  

Yep, she got her arm around my neck and was trying to keep herself afloat on me.             
This meant I was being pushed under the water. She was smaller than me, so for a time I was 
able to keep her afloat. But after a time I started getting tired. It was getting harder and harder 
to get to the surface for a breath. I came to the frightful conclusion that I might actually drown.  

Just as I was getting to the point where I thought I couldn’t break the surface anymore, a hand 
grabbed me. This guy had come along and saw our predicament. I have some memories of 
what he looked like. He reminded me of “Meathead” from All in the Family. None the less,    
this guy got into the water and pulled me and my friend Elle to safety. What a relief! I looked 
around so I could thank the guy who saved us. He was nowhere to be found. Elle and I went 
back to our camper and we told them what had happened. There was a great deal of relief 
and I think I remember ice cream being part of the consolation.  

Once Elle and I recovered and got our emotions under control, I remembered the guy who 
helped us. I had to go find him and thank him. I went from camp site to camp site. I could not 
find him anywhere. Was I not going to be able to thank him? As I thought over those moments 
of drowning and then feeling his presence I began to wonder if this was a supernatural     
presence I experienced. Was it an angel?  

To this day, I believe strongly in the possibility that this was indeed an angel that saved me.   
But why come in the form of someone who looked like Michael “Meathead” Stivic (Rob 
Reiner)? God and I have been discussing it ever since.  If I ever need an angelic intervention, 
I have a few suggestions for what this angel should look like. (Eric Northman please!) 

So remember, whether looking like Meathead or a super model, you never know how your  
angel unaware will show up.  

Have any angelic moments to share? Please, I’m all ears! 
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In Christ, 
Tracy Sheehy 

 Finance Director 

Finance Report for February 

 Feb.  2026 Feb.  2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $12,391.21 $10,230.82 $2,160.36 21.12% 

Other Income $11,380.45 $10,467.43 $913.02 8.72% 

Total Income $23,771.66 $20,698.25 $3,073.41 14.85% 

Total Expenditure $30,301.18 $29,277.20 $1,023.98 3.50% 

Net Income ($6,529.52) ($8,578.95) $2,049.43 23.89% 

Year-to-Date Finance Report January—February 2026 

 Jan.—Feb. 
2026 

Jan.—Feb. 
2025 
(PY) 

$ Change % Change 

Tithes & Offerings $23,555.29 $21,605.13 $1,950.16 9.03% 

Other Income $12,788.85 $14,019.97 ($1,231.12) (8.78%) 

Total Income $36,344.14 $35,625.10 719.04 2.02% 

Total Expenditure $54,729.21 $50,056.37 $4,670.84 9.33% 

Net Income ($18,385.07) ($14,433.27) (3,951.80) (27.38%) 
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David Balk 
Lay Leader 

Hello Saint John’s family, 

Recently, after a meaningful conversation with Reverend Amy, we felt it was important for me to 
share a bit about myself and the journey that led me to become involved in ministry within the 
United Methodist Church. 

My story begins in Guttenberg, Iowa, where I was raised in the Catholic Church. Those early 
years instilled in me a deep appreciation for faith and community. After graduating high school in 
1976, I moved to San Diego, where my oldest brother helped me start a ship repair career. This 
relocation was a turning point, opening doors to new experiences and opportunities for growth. 

In 1980, I found myself drawn to the United Methodist Church in National City, CA.                  
The welcoming spirit and emphasis on service resonated with me, inspiring a desire to            
participate more actively in ministry. Two years later, I transferred to the First United Methodist 
Church of Chula Vista, where I discovered how meaningful it could be to serve alongside others 
and contribute to a caring congregation. Each step along the way has helped shape my faith   
and commitment to ministry, teaching me about the power of connection, compassion, and hope. 

As I join Saint John’s, I am excited for the journey ahead. I look forward to building relationships, 
sharing in worship, and working together to make a positive impact in our community. My hope is 
that we can grow in faith and fellowship, encouraging one another as we walk this path together. 

Please feel free to reach out or introduce yourself—I would love to get to know you and hear your 
story. Grace and peace to you all! 



 

6 

Thursday, April 2nd 5:30 PM Maundy Thursday Worship 

Friday, April 3rd 7:00 PM Good Friday Worship 

April 5th 
EASTER SUNDAY 

Pause: Hands 
Scripture: Psalm 19 CEB 

Worship: 6:30 AM Sunrise; 
9:00 AM Modern Praise; 10:30 AM Traditional 

April 12th 
Holy Humor Sunday 10:30 AM ~ COMBINED WORSHIP 

April 19th Heard It Through the Grapevine 

Scripture: Proverbs 11:11-13 

April 26th Jim Time: Building Endurance 

Scripture: James 1:1-8 NRSVUE 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. 

 

Adult  Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m. followed by Study at 6 p.m. 

Board of Trustees ~ Meets 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Nurture Team ~ Meets 3rd Thursday of Each Quarter at 4:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next Meeting is: Thursday, April 16, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Finance Team ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:00 p.m.  
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 in the Resource Center 
 
Church Council ~ Meets the 4th Tuesday of Each Quarter at 5:30 p.m. 
     (January, April, July, October) 
Next meeting is: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 in the Resource Center 
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Wednesday Bible Study is taking a break. 
Will resume gathering on Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
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No Chair Yoga on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
Will resume on: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 
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Nana’s Pantry located here at St. John’s UMC is:   

OPEN FRIDAYS FROM  
9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
St. John’s UMC also has a small clothing closet that is open on Fridays  during our            

Food Box distributions 
 

If you are interested in being part of this  
ministry here at St. John’s,  

please contact Heidi in the Church Office at:  (928) 692-8828 or st.johns@citlink.net 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: 
Canned Veggies; Canned Meat; Canned Beans; 

Canned Fruit; Spaghetti Sauce; Dried Pasta; 
Rice; Cereal; Canned Soup; Mac & Cheese; Toilet Paper 

We are currently NOT accepting 
Any donations for our Clothing Closet 

 
Because of  your generous support we are currently 

out of  space to store everything. 
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P r a y e r s  f o r  o u r  N o r t h  D i s t r i c t  C h u r c h e s  

As part of the United Methodist connection we pray to support one another in ministry.  
During the month of April please pray for these churches, ministries,  
pastors, congregations, and communities. 

1) First UMC, Winslow, Arizona 
2) Global Community UMF, Las Vegas, Nevada 
3) Grace Fil-Am Ministry, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Devin Arrants, Brian Barnacle, Justin Bayles, John Belcher, Chris Bradley, Greg Brewer,  
Dan Brocklehurst, Stacie Brown, Brady Burr, Ryan Burr,  Erik Burris, Lucas James Butler:          
Clint Caldwell, Bobby Carlson, Charles Carroll, Nathanial Castor, Amber Caswell, Richard Cole,   
Anthony Costa, Jenny Dalton, Colin Dyer, Daniel Eagan, Karen Eagan, Anthony Elliot,                 
Adam Ernesti, Austin Ernesti, Ben Ferrell, Christie Francis, Adam Georges, Ethan Granger,         
Holly Gibbons, Joey Gormany, Brenton Green, George Hatchell Jr., Colin Arno Henry;                      
Camerron Higbee, Jessica Huffer, Isaiah Huynh, Brian Illes, Jeremiah Johnson, Travis Johnson, 
David Kent, Jeffery Lederhouse,  Ryan Miller, Danny Morales,  Jennifer Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Katrina Powell, Tyler Radcliffe, Will Ray, William Ritchie, Juan Roman, Jamuel Ruiz,  
Bryson Salazar, Ben Schwartfigure, Sean Schwartfigure, Jared Shulpa, Matthew Simone,  
Troy Smith, Daniel Travis, Jeff Vicario, Ashley Caswell Walker, Andrew Weatherford,  
Jason Williams, Chad Wright   

P r a y  E v e r y  D a y  f o r  o u r  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s—         

 
 

To make changes to this list, please call the church  office at  (928) 692-8828                      
Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. —4 p.m. or email us at stjohnsprayerchain@citlink.net.      
We make every effort to keep the names on this list current, and we have a quarterly meeting to  

do so.  Your help is appreciated so please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Family of Roger Anders; Family of Carol Anderson; Lois Baker; Family of Warren Bard;  
Family of Susan Bethel; Jennifer Casey;  Nicole Castro; Dale Conner; Sally Diehl;  Debra Eberly; 
Gary Forde; Steven Frazine; Family of Arno Gates; Patty George; Dana Godfrey; Jeffrey Gordon; 
Carol Halen; Jean Hardy; Spencer Hess:  Paula Hupp; Family of Julie Jensen; Kimberley Jones;  
Ed Krause; Amy Lunsford;  Betty Mixon; Krista Nielson;  Paul Player;  
Kevin Pratt;   Family of Barbara Ricca; Sandra Robison; Patty Roderick; Betty Rowe; Nandhini 
Sankar; Gert Schacht; Marc Schacht; Debbie Scott; Rodney Shutts; Jennifer Sievert; Martin Sievert; 
Wade Sievert;  Ernestine Stein; Jeremy Thomas; Dr. Tom Thompson; Melissa Van Pelt; Don Waller; 
Lois Waller; John Walls; Pam Wally; Scott White 

 Long Term Prayer List 
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Bulletin Announcements for church events are due to the church office by                        
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM.  Bulletins are printed on Tuesday afternoons. 

St. John’s Connection for church events and happenings are due to the 
church office no later than Tuesdays at 12 p.m.  

The Connection Email is sent out on Wednesday mornings. 
 
 
The May 2026 Newsletter deadline is:   
Wednesday, April 15, 2026 by 4:00 PM.  

 
 

You can e-mail your submissions, with Bulletin, 
Newsletter, or Connection in the subject line to Heidi at: 

st.johns@citlink.net. 

Publication Deadlines 

Group meetings Saturday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. in the  

St. John’s UMC Multi-Purpose Room 

Other Groups that meet here at St. John’s UMC 
 
 

Morning Glories 
Third Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. (September-June) 

 
T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

Friday mornings:   
        Weigh-In begins at 8 a.m. 
        Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Cerbat Garden Club 

Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. (August-June) 
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A p r i l  D a i l y  B i b l e  R e a d i n g s  

April 1 Psalm 95, 97; Mark 8:1-10 

April 2 Psalm 101, 109; Mark 8:11-26 

April 3 Psalm 69, 73; Mark 8:27-9:1 

April 4 Psalm 107; Mark 9:2-13 

April 5 Psalm 102, 108; Mark 9:14-29 

April 6 Psalm 118, 145; John 8:46-59 

April 7 Psalm 31, 35; Mark 9:30-41 

April 8 Psalm 123, 124; Mark 9:42-50 

April 9 Psalm 128, 129; Mark 10:1-16 

April 10 Psalm 133, 140; Mark 10:17-31 

April 11 Psalm 141, 143; Mark 10:32-45 

April 12 Psalm 137, 144; Mark 10:46-52 

April 13 Psalm 24, 29, 103: Luke 19:41-48 

April 14 Psalm 51; Mark 11:12-25 

April 15 Psalm 6, 12, 94; Mark 11:26-33 

April 16 Psalm 55, 74; Mark 12:1-11 

April 17 Psalm 142, 143; Mark 14:12-25 

April 18 Psalm 54, 95; John 13:36-38 

April 19 Psalm 88, 95; John 19:38-42 

April 20 Psalm 113, 114; John 1:1-18 

April 21 Psalm 93, 98; Mark 16:1-8 

April 22 Psalm 111, 114; Mark 16:9-20 

April 23 Psalm 97, 99; Matthew 28:1-16 

April 24 Psalm 147, 148; Matthew 28:16-20 

April 25 Psalm 136; Luke 24:1-12 

April 26 Psalm 145, 104; Mark 12:18-27 

April 27 Psalm 146, 147; John 14:1-7 

April 28 Psalm 3, 4, 7; John 14:8-17 

April 29 Psalm 6, 10, 11; John 14: 18-31 

April 30 Psalm 12, 13, 14; John 15:1-11 

April Birthdays  

April 3—Adam Kopecky 

April 10—Pat Heinze 

April 11—Kerry Deering 

April 13—Ginny Patterson 

April 20—Everett Burge 

April 22—Rex Layfield 

April 24—April Tuomi 

April 25—Chad Burge 

April 27—Tiffany Oder 

Trudy & Mike Mixon 
April 26, 2008 (18 years) 
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Wednesday, April 1 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 1:00 PM Garden Club Board Meeting 
Wednesday Potluck & Bible Study on a break until April 15th 

Thursday, April 2 5:30 PM Maundy Thursday Worship 

Friday, April 3 
Good Friday ~ Church Office Closed 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
3:00 PM St. Michael’s; 7:00 PM Good Friday Worship 

Saturday, April 4 
9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting; 
5:00 PM NA 1st Saturday 

Sunday, April 5 

EASTER SUNDAY 
6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Worship 
8:00 AM Pancake Breakfast; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, April 6 
Church Office Closed 

5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, April 7 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

NO Chair Yoga-Will resume April 14th 
4:00 PM Community Book Club 

Wednesday, April 8 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 PM Garden Club  

Wednesday Potluck & Bible Study on a break until April 15th 

Thursday, April 9 
11:00 AM Widow & Widowers 

5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, April 10 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
12:15 PM VBS Planning Meeting 

Saturday, April 11 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting; 

Sunday, April 12 10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM COMBINED WORSHIP 

Monday, April 13 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, April 14 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

10:00 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:30 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, April 15 8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 
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Thursday, April 16 

Cornerstone Pick-Up 
9:00 AM Morning Glories 

5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 
SOROPTIMIST AWARDS CEREMONY 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, April 17 
8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 
6:00 PM Young Adults & Singles Group 

Saturday, April 18 
8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship; 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church;  
10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, April 19 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, April 20 5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, April 21 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

11:30 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, April 22 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study; 10:00 AM Garden Club Photo Contest 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, April 23 
5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, April 24 8:00 AM TOPS; 9:00 AM Mission ‘Food Boxes’ 

Saturday, April 25 9:00 AM St. Michael’s Catholic Church; 10:00 AM NA Meeting 

Sunday, April 26 
8:30 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 9:00 AM Modern Praise 
10:00 AM Pastries & Fellowship; 10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

Monday, April 27 
Cornerstone Pick-Up 

5:30 PM Monday Big Book Study 

Tuesday, April 28 
12:00 PM Bulletin/Connection Deadline 

10:00 AM Women Doing Life Together; 11:30 AM Chair Yoga 

Wednesday, April 29 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 PM Potluck; 6:00 PM Bible Study 

Thursday, April 30 
5:30 PM Christian Folk Worship 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
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1730 Kino Avenue 
Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed for Lunch: 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday 8 am-2:00 pm 
(928) 692-8828/Fax (928) 692-8799 
 

Worship at St. John’s UMC 
Sundays: 

9:00 AM ~ Modern Praise 
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 

 
Christian Folk Worship 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Email: st.johns@citlink.net 
Website: stjohnsumc.com 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Rev. Amy Kalm 

Office Administrator Heidi Heer 

Treasurer   Tracy Sheehy 

Modern Praise Music Director Chris Commisso 

Traditional Music Director Karin Kopecky   

Christian Folk Music Director Mike Mixon 

Preschool Director  Mande Padilla 

Connection Staff 

District Superintendent Rev. Timote Piukala 

Resident Bishop Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut 


