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Commit to Christ: 
Worship; Special Sundays; 

Rehearsals 
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Connect with Others: 
Bible Studies; 
Team Meeting 
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Connect with Others: 
Menôs Breakfast; 

Community Book Club 
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Connect with Others: 

Womenôs Bible Study; 

Womenôs Brunch 
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Care for Community: 
Nanaôs Pantry; 
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Care for Community: 
Prayers 
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FYI: 
Deadlines; Boy Scouts; 

Girl Scouts 
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Daily Bible Readings; 
May 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
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Office Hours/Staff 12 

Commit to Christ; Connect with Others; Care for Community  

Pastorõs Corner 

St. Johnõs United Methodist Church 

Pastor Andrew 

Read Matthew 5:21-26 
Jesus quoted the sixth commandment (cf. Exodus 20:13). Then he vastly 
widened its reach to our thoughts, not just our actions. He said 
emphatically that contempt, anger, and words that tear down and destroy 
others are as morally vicious as the physical act of murder. They harm 
others, but also damage us greatly when we harbor those feelings and 
thoughts. And Jesus lived that truth. He didnôt seek to kill his foes but was 
willing to lay down his life for them.  
 

Scholar William Barclay said Jesus rebuked, first, ñthe anger over which a 
person broods, and ...will not allow to die;ò then the Aramaic raca [idiot], 
which is ñalmost untranslatable, because it describes a tone...the whole  
accent of contempt;ò and finally the Greek mǾros [fool]: ñTo call a man 
mǾros was not to criticize his mental  ability; it was to cast aspersions on 
his moral character; to take his name and reputation.ò * How does Jesus' 
teaching bear on the heated words (spoken or written, often on social    
media) we see (and maybe join in) today?  

Jesus went far beyond the idea of ñBite your tongue.ò Scholar N. T. Wright 
noted, ñWhatôs the alternative [to seething anger]? Jesus offers two         
remarkably specific, practical commands. Be reconciled; make friends....itôs 
impossible until you look at Jesus....Jesus himself refused to go the way of 
anger. Instead, he took the anger of his enemies within Israel, and of      
Israelôs own enemies, the Romans, on to himself, and died under its load.ò 
** Jesus showed the way. Are you willing to let his Spirit keep reshaping 
your inner self to be like him?  

* William Barclay, Daily Study Bible Series: The Gospel of MatthewðVolume 1, 
Chapters 1ï10 (Revised Edition). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1976, 

pp. 139-140. 
** Wright, N.T. Matthew for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-15                             

(The New Testament for Everyone) (pp. 44-45). Westminster John Knox Press. 
Kindle Edition.  
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Dave Kopecky 
 Lay Leader 

One of Karin and my daily rituals is taking our dog, Buster, for his nightly walk.                          

There was a time that he would pull us down the street, but now, at age 13, we do most of the    

pulling and he seems content to stay and sniff.  Maybe we could learn from him!  As we walk, we 

get to catch up on each otherôs day and enjoy being out in nature.  We especially love to watch and 

hear the different varieties of birds along the way.  There are the usual twittering and chirping of the 

sparrows, the cooing of doves and pigeons, the chittering of hummingbirds telling everyone to 

ñback off!ò We love to watch the quail run along, usually in single file. On exceedingly rare and 

lucky occasions, we get to see, and hear, a majestic great-horned owl.  Then there is the bird that 

loves to mimic other birds.  For the longest time, we could hear him, but never see him.  We finally 

got some pictures of this wonderful bird and can confirm that it is a curve-billed thrasher! 

What I love about this bird is the great variety of sounds he makes (and I am using ñheò generically, 

for all I know he could be she!)  This bird doesnôt just sing; he chirps, he twitters, he calls, non-stop!  

This is a bird that is announcing, ñI am here!  Pay attention to me!ò  The different sounds and    

combinations that comes out of this smallish bird (about the size of a dove) is truly remarkable and 

so entertaining.  Every time we hear one, Karin and I both smile and usually start to laugh.              

I invite you to YouTube the curve-billed thrasher and see for yourself!   

Just like the birds, God has given each of us a song to sing; each of us a voice to sing Godôs   

praises.  Some of us do this in quiet, comforting tones.  Some of us are a little brash and persistent. 

Some of us are like the owl; we donôt say much, but when we do, people notice.  Then there are 

the showboats, the attention-getters.  We have so much to say, and we canôt wait to let it out!    

But, like the thrasher, we are just trying to get people to smile and maybe even laugh a little.    

What voice has God given you?  How can you use it to brighten the day of those around you?  
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Tracy Sheehy 
 Finance Director 

Blessings church family, 

I wanted to give you a brief update as to where our finances stand since last monthôs report.       

Our weekly giving for the week of March 14th was 1,178.00 and our expenses for the same week 

were 4,392.71 leaving us with a loss of 3,214.71.  Giving this week last year was 28,540.00.   

Weekly giving for the week of March 21, 2021 was 6,307.00 and our expenses were 5,941.52  

leaving us with a gain of 365.48.  Giving this week last year was 4,365.00.   

Weekly giving for the week of March 28, our giving was 27,457.00 and expenses were 4,247.27 

leaving us with a gain of 23,209.73.  Giving this time last year was 13,320.00. 

Weekly giving for the week of April 4 was 3,285.00 and expenses were 5,310.60 leaving us with a 

loss of 2,025.60.  Giving this time last year was 5,484.00. 

Weekly giving for the week of April 11 was 7,722.00 and expenses were 4,388.68 leaving us with a 

gain of 3,333.32.  Giving this time last year was 1,582.00. 

Giving for the year is down 13% from last year.  Our finances are looking up since reopening to in 

person services. 

St johns does have a link on our website for anyone who would like to give to the church through   
e giving.  Go to our website: http://www.stjohnsumc.com/ and click on the e giving tab then click on 
donate now.  This will take you to our giving page where you will have to sign up for online giving.  
There are a few options for giving, but general giving will go toward the operations of the church.  
Thank you to those of you who have remained faithful in your giving during this strange time.   

Jesus likes a faithful giver: Mark 12:41-44 And Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched 

the people putting money into the offering box.  Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor 

widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.  And he called his disciples  

to him and said to them, ñTruly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 

contributing to the offering box.  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.ò   

Thanks 

http://www.stjohnsumc.com/
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Commit to Christ  
Sunday Worship Services  

In-Person Worship at 10 a.m. in the Labyrinth/Patio Area  
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

tw!L{9 .!b5 !b5 /IhLw w9I9!w{![{ 
 
 

сΥол ǇΦƳΦ Ϥ .Ŝƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊτaƻƴŘŀȅǎ ό{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘǊǳ aŀȅύ 
 

 рΥмр ǇΦƳΦ Ϥ ¢ƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ tǊŀƛǎŜ .ŀƴŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ 

 

 тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ Ϥ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ !Řǳƭǘ /ƘƻƛǊτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ό{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘǊǳ aŀȅύ 

aŀȅ нƴŘ ! IƻǳǎŜ .ǳƛƭǘ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŀ CƛǊƳ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ Ϥ ²ŜŜƪ п 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  ¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ aŀǧƘŜǿ рΥнл-ннΤ нт-нфΤ по-ппΤ пу 

aŀȅ фǘƘ ! IƻǳǎŜ .ǳƛƭǘ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŀ CƛǊƳ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ Ϥ ²ŜŜƪ р 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  {ŀƭǘ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ aŀǧƘŜǿ рΥм-мс 

aŀȅ мсǘƘ tttΥ tƻǎǘ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ tǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ wŜƴŜǿŜŘ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ Ϥ ²ŜŜƪ м 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ оΥм-с 

aŀȅ ноǊŘ tttΥ tƻǎǘ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ tǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ wŜƴŜǿŜŘ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ Ϥ ²ŜŜƪ н 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǝƻƴ ό{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ [ƛŦŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ ²ƻǊŘǎύ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ bǳƳōŜǊǎ сΥнн-нт 

aŀȅ олǘƘ tttΥ tƻǎǘ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ tǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ wŜƴŜǿŜŘ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ Ϥ ²ŜŜƪ о 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ !Ŏǘǎ нΥпо-пт 



 

5 

Team Meetings Schedule  
 

 
Administrative Team  (combines the Finance & Trustees)  

Meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m.  
May meeting is Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 5 p.m.  
 
 

Church Council ~ 4th Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.  
May meeting is Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.  
 
 

HR Team  (combines the Staff Parish Committee (SPRC) & Lay Leadership Teams)  

Meeting schedule to be emailed to the team members.  
 

 

Connect with Others  

!5¦[¢ .L.[9 {¢¦5L9{ 
 

Menôs Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
Meetings beginning again soon! 

 
 

Womenôs Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Meetings beginning again soon! 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ![[ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ aŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ  
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΗ 

 

нƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ 
 

DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

COMMUNITY BOOK CLUB 
 

Meetings beginning again 
soon!  

 

St. Johnõs United Methodist 
Church  

Stephen Ministry Room  
1730 Kino Avenue  

Connect with Others  
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Womenõs Bible Study 
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m.  

New Sessions starting Soon  

Sponsored by:  The Women of St. Johnõs 

This is an invitation to ALL women of faith to come and join the           
St. Johnõs United Methodist Church family for a morning of  

faith, food, and fellowship! 
Please bring a dish to share. 

 

3rd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Gatherings Beginning Again Soon 

Connect with Others  
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Care for Community  

bŀƴŀΩǎ tŀƴǘǊȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦a/ ƛǎΥ   
ht9b 9±9w¸ CwL5!¸ Cwha ф ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦a/ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ōȅ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴƭȅΦ 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΦ 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ  

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ IŜƛŘƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ ŀǘΥ  όфнуύ сфн-ууну ƻǊ ǎǘΦƧƻƘƴǎϪŎƛǘƭƛƴƪΦƴŜǘ 
 

aŀȅΥ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦΥ   
9ƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ CǊǳƛǘ /ǳǇǎ 

St. Johnôs UMC Clothing Closet is currently NOT accepting any donations as we 

have truly been blessed and donôt have space for any additional items. 


